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on the role of the Adi Granth in Sikh life. First, the twentieth century has witnessed a 
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movement of some two million Sikhs to places other than the Punjab, their historic and 
sacred homeland. Second, for the first time in Sikh history, a small but extremely visible 
group of people of non-Punjabi ethnic background have joined the Sikh community.” 

Sikh migration during the twentieth century has turned a regional group into some- 
thing of a world community. Birth pangs have attended this process. Typically, the 
children of the Sikh immigrants, born and raised in the lands adopted by their parents, 
do not have sufficient access to the language and the script of the Adi Granth. Although 
the teaching of Punjabi written in Gurmukhi script has been placed very high on the 
agendas of gurdwaras overseas, the community leadership is acutely aware that the suc- 
cess achieved has been far from satisfactory. 

In addition, under the leadership of Harbhajan Singh Yogi, a Punjabi Sikh who 
moved to North America in the late 1960s, a small group of Euro-Americans have joined 
the Sikh fold. Until very recently, the Sikhs have remained essentially a Punjabi ethnic 
community, even though many left the Punjab as early as seventeenth century. Yogi’s 
persistent efforts to maintain close ties with the Sikh establishment in Amritsar, and 
his dispatching of youngsters from his community to the Punjab for schooling, have 
resulted in a deep awareness in Punjabi forums such as the SGPC of their dedication as 
well as their problems. Typically, these newly converted Sikhs work hard to learn 
Gurmukhi and Punjabi and achieve a degree of proficiency in the reading of the Adi 
Granth, but for understandable reasons they cannot do without the use of the trans- 
lated text as a supporting device. 

These two groups—children born into Punjabi Sikh families abroad and the follow- 
ers of Harbhajan Singh Yogi—have introduced a strikingly new element into Sikh his- 
tory, which relates directly to the role of scripture within the Sikh community. Neither 
can read the Gurmukhi script easily nor understand the language it conveys. And since 
both groups, especially the first, contribute to the future generation, their situation ap- 
pears critical in the eyes of current Sikh leaders. Many ask, if the children do not in- 
herit the tradition, then how it will survive in foreign lands? 

The association of sacred Sikh literature and the Gurmukhi script goes back to the 
very origin of Sikh scripture. If the adoption of Gurmukhi was rooted in the Sikh gurus’ 
effort to establish a distinct identity of the community of their followers, it served the purpose 
well. In this important role, Gurmukhi understandably attained a sacred status in early 
Sikh history. Writing in the early decades of the eighteenth century, Chaupa Singh ar- 
gued that the folios on which Gurmukhi is written should be treated with respect (adab) 
and should not be trampled upon or used to wrap things.*! Later sources declared that 
the learning of Punjabi in Gurmukhi is part of the religious obligation of the Sikhs, and 
this close relationship between faith and language has been growing ever since.*” 

The present situation questions all this affirming an inevitable need for a non- 
Gurmukhi text for performative and ceremonial purposes—and in some places sooner 
rather than later. Then the question of whether a translated text of the Adi Granth 
can be placed at the center of congregational worship will have to be addressed. To 
date, there exists among Sikhs a great affection for the use of Gurmukhi and Punjabi 
and unwillingness to abandon them. The place of kirtan in the tradition further compli- 
cates the situation, and it is important to maintain this dimension of Sikh scripture. As 
we have seen, there are those who would go so far as to assert that the text of the Adi 
Granth is the body of the guru. For them, however, the use of a translated text for de- 
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votional purposes is simply beyond imagining. Yet the issue is likely to persist as Sikhs 
continue to disperse from the Punjab. In this process, what always was the first and 
foremost sign of communal integration can scarcely avoid becoming a major flash point 
for communal conflict. 

As we consider this dilemma, we must remember that the situation Sikhs face today 
is hardly unique in the history of scripture. Jews and Muslims perhaps come closest to 
the Sikhs in their notions of sacred language and script, and both being world commu- 
nities, they have been through comparable historical experiences. Muslims have leaned 
toward the strict maintenance of Arabic, keeping the text of the Qur’an in the original 
for all devotional purposes, and only with considerable reluctance permitting its trans- 
lation for scholarly work. Jews, by contrast, have reaffirmed the sacredness of Hebrew 
while simultaneously, in some quarters, permitting the use of translation of the Torah 
in congregational worship and individual study.*4 Tensions exist as both communities 
face these issues. 

As the twenty-first century dawns, the historic role and authority of the Adi Granth 
and the linguistic proficiency of Sikh congregations in the overseas context may not be 
in accord. The fundamental need of Sikhs to understand and bring into their daily lives 
the word of God as enshrined in the Adi Granth will, in all likelihood, define the fu- 
ture role of the text in the Sikh devotional life. There may eventually be a compelling 
need to begin using translated texts for ceremonial purposes, while at the same time 
keeping the sanctity of Gurmukhi and the original text completely intact. 

Hints of this already exist. As mentioned earlier, an edition of the text of the Adi 
Granth with standard pagination and a threecolumn format has recently been pub- 
lished. The first column includes the original Gurmukhi text, the second a Roman trans- 
literation, and the third an English translation. I myself have already had the opportu- 
nity to participate in a ceremony using that text as the center of worship.” The same 
text has already been adopted in the traditional practice of akhand path in the Euro- 
American Sikh community. The reading is performed both in the original Gurmukhi 
Punjabi as well as in English translation, depending upon who reads.*° As the Adi Granth 
enters the twenty-first century, scholars in the field will need to reflect on diglossia such 
as this, and Sikh religious authorities in Amritsar will need to display a new openness 
to the changing circumstances of Sikhs who live far from the Punjab. 

It is fascinating to trace how Sikh scripture, the eternal word of God revealed to the 
Sikhs, has adapted to changing historical circumstances. Crucial developments are in 
the offing. In the coming decades Sikhs living in places far from the Punjab could con- 
tinue the tradition by insisting that the text of the Adi Granth be presented in Gurmukhi, 
or could suggest incorporating supplementary ways to help those who do not read the 
script or understand the language. They could go the way of some branches of Reform 
Judaism and place the translations of the Adi Granth in congregational worship, or 
they could blend Punjabi with other languages spoken locally. If this happens, will the 
original language of the Adi Granth seem even more “scriptural” than it does in the 
Punjab—even more exalted and elevated above ordinary speech? What would this mean 
for recitation and interpretation? Whatever course Sikhs take, they will be giving fur 
ther shape to the ongoing history of their community’s relationship with its sacred text. 
Because the process of creating Sikh scripture continues in all its richness and complex- 
ity, my story must necessarily remain incomplete. 
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1. For a general introduction to the history and belief system of the Sikhs, see J. S. Grewal, 
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2. One needs to point out that although the title Adi Granth literally means the “original 
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entiates this text from the Dasam Granth (“the book of the tenth guru,” Guru Gobind Singh). 
Throughout the present study I use the terms “Adi Granth,” “Guru Granth Sahib,” and “Sikh 
scripture” synonymously, while preferring the term “scriptural text,” for noncanonical versions 
that are either incomplete in their contents or contain apocryphal compositions. 

3. For Sikh migration overseas, see N. Gerald Barrier and Verne A. Dusenbery, eds., The 
Sikh Diaspora: Migration and Experience beyond Punjab (Columbia, Mo.: South Asia Books, 1989), 
and Darshan Singh Tatla, The Sikh Diaspora: The Search for Statehood (London: University College 
London Press, 1999), 

4. For a discussion of these issues, see Miriam Levering, ed., Rethinking Scripture: Essays 
from a Comparative Perspective (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1989), pp. 8-9. 

5. Scholars count the hymns recorded in the Adi Granth in two ways. Sahib Singh considers 
a complete hymn as a unit irrespective of the number of stanzas included in it; see his Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib Darpan (Jalandhar: Raj Publishers, 1972), vol. 1, pp. 17-19. According to his fig- 
ures, the Adi Granth contain 2,497 hymns attributed to the gurus, 150 to the Sikhs, 710 to the 
Bhagats, and one anonymous composition. Surinder Singh Kohli counts a stanza as an indepen- 
dent unit and comes up with the total figure at 6,003 hymns in the Adi Granth. According to him, 
4,956 of these are attributed to the gurus, 137 to the Sikhs, 798 to the Bhagats, and 12 are anony- 
mous; see his Critical Study of Adi Granth (Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1976), pp. 2-9. 

The hymns of the gurus are recorded under the title of Mahala (Arabic mahal, “palace”), 
which refers to the guru as the palace where God resides, and hence Mahala 1, Mahala 2, and 
so on. Some scholars associate this with Sanskrit mahila (woman) and argue that the title mani- 
fests the gurus’ understanding of their relationship with God in terms of wife and husband. 
This is, incorrect, however. The original form used in the Goindval Pothis is mahalu, which 
indicates its masculine gender. For a discussion of this issue, see Sahib Singh, Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib Darpan, vol. 1, pp. 24-27, and Bhai Vir Singh, Santhaya Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Amritsar: 
Khalsa Samachar, 1972 [1958]), vol. 1, p. 180. 
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6. A large number of these bards were upper-caste Hindus, known in the region as the Bhats. 
They came to the Sikh court in the sixteenth century and composed hymns in praise of the gurus 
and their court. Opinions differ about the precise number of Bhats whose hymns are present in 
the Adi Granth; Sahib Singh gives their number as eleven (see his Sri Guru Granth Sahib Darpan, 
vol. 1, p. 19), and Surinder Singh Kohli counts them as seventeen (see his Critical Study of Adi 
Granth, pp. 8-9). For basic information about the Bhats, see Giani Gurdit Singh, Bhat ate unahan 
di Rachna (Ludhiana: Punjabi Sahitt Academy, 1961), and Raijasbir Singh, ed., Guru Amardas: 
Srot Pustak (Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University, 1986), pp. 9-25. 

The other bards whose compositions are available in the Adi Granth include Mardana (three 
couplets framed in Guru Ramdas’s var in rag Bihagra, AG, 553), Satta and Balvand (one var 
recorded under their joint authorship in the section on rag Ramkali, AG, 966), and Sunder 
(one hymn in rag Ramkali, AG, 923). The janam-sakhi literature presents Mardana as Guru 
Nanak’s companion during his extensive travels; see Kirpal Singh, ed., Janam-Sakhi Prampra 
(Patiala: Punjabi University, 1969), pp. 15, 24. Satta and Balvand sang at the Sikh court in 
Guru Angad’s time, see Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha, Gurushabad Ratanakar Mahan Kosh (hereaf- 
ter, Mahan Kosh) (Patiala: Punjab Language Department, 1981 [1930]), p. 150, and W. H. 
McLeod, Historical Dictionary of Sikhism (Lanham, Md.: Scarecrow Press, 1995), p. 48. 

Sikh tradition views Sundar as a grandson of Guru Amardas, but there are problems with 
this identification; see Raijasbir Singh, ed., Guru Amardas: Srot Pustak, pp. 34-37. In MS 1245 
(folio 819), presently at the Guru Nanak Dev University library, the entry at the head of the 
hymn attributed to Sundar reads, Sadu Sundar Nai di (The call by Sundar, the barber). The 
implication that Sundar was a barber blends well with the theme of the hymn, which describes 
the rituals performed at the death of Guru Amardas. The Punjabi barbers handled these rituals 
as part of their social responsibilities. This identification places Sundar firmly alongside Mardana, 
Satta, and Balvand, who also came from the lower rungs of the social hierarchy but were el- 
evated to a special status when their hymns were incorporated into the Sikh scriptural text. 

The fifteen Bhagats whose hymns appear in the Adi Granth are Beni, Bhikhan, Dhanna, 
Farid, Jaidev, Kabir, Namdev, Pipa, Parmanand, Ramanand, Ravidas, Sadhna, Sain, Surdas, 
and Trilochan. 

7. In the present study, I continue to use the English term God to designate the Sikh con- 
ception of the Divine. It would have been preferable to use an indigenous Sikh alternative, but 
the complexity of the context does not allow a satisfactory solution. In the present-day Sikh 
tradition, the most frequently used name for the Divine is Vahiguru. The term seems to have 
been introduced into the Sikh religious vocabulary in the mid seventeenth century and it gath- 
ered increasing popularity in the following decades and centuries. Yet its conspicuous absence 
in the Adi Granth makes its use somewhat unsatisfactory in a study devoted to that subject. 

In the twentieth century, an effort has been made to propose Akal Purakh as the formal Sikh 
name for the Divine; see Sikh Rahit Maryada: The Code of Sikh Conduct and Conventions (Amritsar: 
Dharam Prachar Committee [Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, 1997]), p. 1. The 
name does appear in the Adi Granth but there is hardly any basis to justify its newly proposed 
status. In Guru Nanak’s compositions, the epithets used for God include Adi Purakh (12 times), 
Karta Purakh (3 times), and Akal Purakh (once), but more frequent ones relate to the divine 
sovereignty and come from Arabic and Persian: Sahib (137 times), Khasam (78 times), Patishah 
(23 times). Yet none of the latter names are appropriate in that they continue to be used in both 
Sikh and Islamic secular contexts. 

Guru Nanak’s use of these Arabic and Persian words, however, is not accidental but points 
to a close affinity between the Sikh conception of the Divine and that of the Middle Eastern 
religious traditions, see Guru Nanak’s hymn 27, AG, p. 6. This long composition, which 
enjoys the unique distinction of appearing three times in the Adi Granth, presents the mag- 
nificence of God and the majesty of his court. For its English translation, see W. H. McLeod, 
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The Textual Sources for the Study of Sikhism (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1990), 
pp. 96-99. 

8. See the Adi Granth, pp. 360, 417, 722-723, and 1035-1037. See also W. H. McLeod, 
Guru Nanak and the Sikh Religion (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1968), pp. 148-226, and J. S. 
Grewal, Guru Nanak in History (Chandigarh: Panjab University, 1979), pp. 234-286. 

9, AG, 7-8, and Ram Singh, Japji de Panj Khand (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1989). 

10. The Adi Granth is not a formal treatise on ethics, but with some effort a reasonably 
clear picture of the ethical code can be assembled from the text; see Avtar Singh, Ethics of the 
Sikhs (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1983), and Nripinder Singh, The Sikh Moral Tradition (Co- 
lumbia, MO: South Asia Publications, 1990). In my view, the teachings of the gurus as mani- 
fested in their hymns should be considered alongside their lives to reconstruct a comprehensive 
picture of Sikh ethical beliefs. For references to the daily routine of Guru Nanak at Kartarpur, 
see Kirpal Singh, ed., Janam-Sakhi Prampra, p. 161. 

11. AG, 10, 103, 499, 532, 676, 737, 749, 1152, and 1340. 

12. AG, 199, 371, 618-624, and 781-782. There is an interesting hymn by Guru Arjan 
that refers to the destruction of enemies of the Sikh people, AG, 825. 

13. AG, 966-968, and 1389-1409. 

14. For a description of the structure of the Adi Granth, see W. H. McLeod, The Evolution 
of the Sikh Community (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996), pp. 70-73, and W. Owen Cole and 
Piara Singh Sambhi, The Sikhs: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices, rev. ed. (Brighton: Sussex 
Academic Press, 1995), pp. 212-217. 

15. These are broad divisions. For instance, the hymns containing two, three, or five 
stanzas are recorded in the sections on the chaupadas. For metrical structure of these different 
types of hymns in the Adi Granth, see Surinder Singh Kohli, A Critical Study of Adi Granth, 
pp. 66-91. 

16. For a discussion of the Ragmala and its relationship with the rags in the Adi Granth, 
see Surinder Singh Kohli, A Critical Study of Adi Granth, pp. 8-9, Balbir Singh, Ragmala da 
Saval te Jodh Kavi ate Alam (1945; rpt. Amritsar: Khalsa Samachar, 1969), and Ragmala bare 
Vichar (Amritsar: Sura Masak Patar, 1986). 

17. For a discussion of the language of the Adi Granth, see Piara Singh Padam, Sri Guru 
Granth Prakash (Patiala: Kalam Mandir, 1990), pp. 307-322. 

18. Piara Singh Padam, Gurmukhi Lippi da Itihas (Patiala: Kalam Mandir, 1988), pp. 55-56. 

19. G. B. Singh, Gurmukhi Lippi da Janam te Vikas (Chandigarh: Panjab University, 1981). 
For the grammar developed by the Sikhs, see Sahib Singh, Gurbani Viakaran (Amritsar: Rabbi 
Pustakavali, 1939), and Christopher Shackle, An Introduction to the Sacred Language of the Sikhs 
(London: School of Oriental and African Studies, 1983). 

20. Guru Nanak’s hymn entitled the Pati, AG, 432-434, contains thirty-five stanzas, each of 
which begins with a separate character of the Gurmukhi orthography. The text strictly follows 
the established literary form of Siharfi and Bavan-akhari, in which poetic stanzas are constructed 
around the characters in Arabic and Devanagari scripts, respectively. Guru Amardas also com- 
posed a Pati; see AG, 434-435. 

21. The river Ravi presently serves as the boundary between India and Pakistan; situated on 
the right bank of the river, Kartarpur is now in Pakistan. Guru Nanak’s selection of this loca- 
tion is quite significant, since it lay on the pilgrimage routes from the Gangetic and Indus plains 
to the ancient Hindu temples of Amarnath in Kashmir and Jawalamukhi in the Shivalik hills. 
It was also close to Achal Batala, a center for the Nath Yogis and the site of an ancient temple 
of the god Shiva, and to Lahore and Sialkot, two centers of Islamic learning. The location of 
Kartarpur suggests that Guru Nanak wanted his community to keep in constant touch with the 
world of religious pilgrims—a world in which he had taken part in the previous decades. Until 
very recently, Nath Yogis from all over India traveling to Kashmir crossed this area before the 
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start of the summer and returned in early fall to attend their annual gathering at Achal Batala. 
The area contains rich agricultural land and Guru Nanak is said to have grown rice at Kartarpur; 
see “Valayat vali Janam-sakhi,” in Kirpal Singh, ed., JanamSakhi Prampra, p. 54. 

22. W.H. McLeod, The Evolution of the Sikh Community, p. 8, and The Sikhs: History, Reli- 
gion and Society (New York: Columbia University Press, 1989), pp. 41-42. 

23. Teja Singh and Ganda Singh, A Short History of the Sikhs (Patiala: Punjabi University, 
1989 [1950]); Harbans Singh, The Heritage of the Sikhs (New Delhi: Manohar, 1983); and J. S. 
Grewal, The Sikhs of the Punjab. 

24. J. S. Grewal, The Sikhs of the Punjab, p. 41. 

25. Guru Nanak writes: 


Namu danu ishnanu driru hari bhagati sujage. (M1, AG, 419) 

Namu danu ishnanu na manmukhi titu tani... (M1, AG, 596) 

Gurmukhi namu danu ishnanu. (M1, AG, 942) 

26. I consider the writings of Bhai Gurdas and the traditions at the base of the janam-sakhi 
literature as important sources for the belief system of the early Sikh community; see Bhai Gurdas, 
Varan, ed. Gursharan Kaur Jaggi (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1987) and Kabbitt Savaiye, ed. 
Onkar Singh (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1993); also Kirpal Singh, Janam-Sakhi Prampra. 

27. Pahir sansari kapare manji beth kia avatara (Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 1: 38, p. 73). It seems 
that Guru Nanak followed the Sufi model. The Sufis normally traveled in the earlier part of 
their lives and eventually settled down to establish a khangah, where they served the people 
nearby; see Simon Digby, “Sufis and Travelers in the Early Delhi Sultanate: The Evidence of 
the Fawa’id al-Fw’ad,” in Attar Singh, ed., Socio-Cultural Impact of Islam on India (Chandigarh: 
Panjab University, 1976), pp. 171-177. 

28. Shamsher Singh Ashok, ed., Puratan Janam-Sakhi Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji ki (Amritsar: 
Dharam Prachar Committee [Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee], 1969), pp. 129-131. 

29. In addition, Guru Nanak urges human beings to avoid lust (kam), anger (krodh), greed 
(lobh), attachment (moh), and arrogance (hankar). These are called the “five thieves” (panj chor), 
and the need to control them is a repeated theme in Guru Nanak’s hymns; see the Adi Granth, 
155, 503, 1018, 1021, 1030, 1039, and 1329. 

30. Guru Nanak established the institution of a single successor, a practice distinct from 
that of the multiple succession popularly followed by the Nath Yogis and the Sufis of the time. 

31. Sodaru Arti gavie amrit vele Japu uchara (Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 1: 38, p. 73); Amrit vele 
uthi ke... Ik mani hoi gur Jap japande. .. . Sanjhe Sodaur gavana .. . Rati Kirati-Sohila kari arati 
parasadu vadande (Varan, 6: 3, p. 101). 

32. We know. that it was a farming community. In all likelihood, the members of the com- 
munity gathered for the morning prayer before leaving for work in the fields. They returned 
home in the late afternoon to gather for the sunset prayer. The last prayer before sleep seems to 
be a family affair. The three Sikh prayers are in contradistinction to the five prayers of Muslims, 
and the eight artis of the Vaishnavas. The Sikh prayers structured around the praise of God 
have closer affinity to their Islamic and Middle Eastern counterparts than to the Hindu prayers 
centered on mantric recitation and meditation. 

33. In their var in rag Ramkali (AG, 966-967), Satta and Balvand refer to the flourishing 
langar at Khadur during the leadership of Guru Angad. With the general absence of innova- 
tions during this relatively quiet period, it is almost certain that Guru Angad inherited this practice 
from the Kartarpur days and established at Khadur. 

The langar was also an important part of the Sufi khangahs. The Nath Yogis had their coun- 
terpart of langar in what they called the bhandaras. The difference, however, is that Sikh langar 
was and continues to be maintained through voluntary contributions and never depended on 
the grants of local rulers or the charity of local people as in the case of the khanqahs and the 
bhandaras. 
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34. “Miharban vali Janam-Sakhi,” in Kirpal Singh, JanamSakhi Prampra. As a standard 
technique the episodes in this Janam-Sakhi conclude with the Sikh greetings. 

35. “Valayat vali Janam-Sakhi,” in Kirpal Singh, Janam-Sakhi Prampra, p. 57. 

36. Pritam Singh, ed., Nirmal Sampradae (Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University, 1981), 
pp. 159-178 and 335-361. For a general survey of this literature, see Taran Singh, Gurbani 
dian Viakhia Pranalian (Patiala: Punjabi University 1980), pp. 119-190. 

37. Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha, Ham Hindu Nahin (Amritsar: Singh Brothers, 1995 [1898)]), 
pp. 42-50. For an introduction to his life and activities, see Pritam Singh, Bhai Kahn Singh 
Nabha (Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University, 1989). 


38. The references often quoted in support of this view are: 


Veda mahi namu utamu so sunahe nahi phirahe jiu betalia (M3, AG, 919) 
Chare Ved Brahame kau die pari pari kare vichari. (M3, AG, 423) 
Chare Bed Brahame no furmaia. (M3, AG, 1066) 


The opening citation claims that the Vedas contain the nam, but that does not automatically 
deem them authoritative texts for the Sikhs unless their relevance is specified. There is no 
mention to that effect in the Adi Granth. In the same way, the second and third verses men- 
tioned above, claiming that the Vedas were given to Brahma by God, may thus speak of their 
divine origin but do not support their authority, as far as the Sikhs are concerned. The last 
verse actually goes on to claim that Brahma, having received the Vedas, made a complete 
mess of this gift: the foolish Brahma did not really understand the command of God and 
went through heaven and hell (Ta ka hukamu na bujhai bapura naraki suragi avatari (M3, AG, 
423}). More important for us, these verses belong not to Guru Nanak but to Guru Amardas. 
On the basis of Guru Amardas’s hymns, one can easily argue that for him more than for any 
other guru, the Vedas were not a worthwhile medium of liberation as compared to the wis- 
dom of the gurus, and the issue of the Vedic authority for him is inconsequential, as clear in 
the verses quoted by Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha: 


Brahama mulu Ved abhiasa. 

Tis te upje dev moh piasa. (M3, AG, 230) 

Trai gun bani Bed bicharu. 

Bikhia mailu bikhia vapar. (M3, AG, 1262) 

Bed bani jagu varatada trai gun kare bicharu. (M3, AG, 1276) 
Pari pari pandit moni thake Bedan ka abhiasu. (M3, AG, 1277) 


The key issue in these verses is not the rejection of the Vedas as authoritative texts, but their 
essential limitation. The Vedas are thought to deal only with the three gunas and cannot offer 
guidance beyond this world—something that the gurus are equipped to do, in Guru Amardas’s 
understanding. 

39. While Nirmala commentators continue to perpetuate their line of thought, others have 
expanded on the views of Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha and have argued that Guru Nanak in fact 
rejected both the Vedas and the Kateb as belief systems that are “fundamentally wrong.” This 
perception is based on Guru Nanak’s verse: Neither the Vedas nor the Kateb know the mystery 
(Bed Katebi bhedu na jata, M1, AG, 1021). The actual focus of this verse in its original context, 
however, is not on the rejection of the Vedas and the Semitic scriptural texts, but on the nature 
of the divine mystery, which by definition transcends the comprehension of anyone in creation. 
There are other instances of this type: Astdasi chahu bhedu na paia (M1, AG, 355), Kete kahahe 
vakhan kahi kahi javana. Ved kahahe vakhian antu na pavana (M1, AG, 148). These verses point 
to the essential mystery of God. Guru Arjan later put this view even more succinctly: God is 
immanent in the world and the scriptural texts but is simultaneously far beyond them all (Bed 
Kateb sansar habha hun bahara, Nanak ka patisahu disai jahra, M5, AG, 397). 

40. Piar Singh, ed., Bhai Jodh Singh Gadd Saurabh (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1986), p. 345. 
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See also W. Owen Cole, Sikhism and Its Indian Context, 1469-1708 (New Delhi: D.K. Agen- 
cies, 1984), pp. 160-162. See note 54. 

41. K. A. Nizami, Some Aspects of Religion and Politics in India during the Thirteenth Century 
(Delhi: Idarah-i-Adabiyat Delhi, 1974), pp. 308-309. 

42. Guru Nanak was aware that the jizyah was imposed on Hindus (Deval devatia karu laga 
aisi kirati chali, M1, AG, 1191); they were labeled as the mushabah ahli-kitab and were thus 
obliged to pay this tax. For details of this issue, see Satish Chandar, “Jizayah and the State in 
India during the 17th Century,” Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient 12: 3 
(1969), pp. 322-340. 

43. K. A. Nizami, “Some Aspects of Khanqah Life in Medieval India,” Studia Islamica 8 
(1957), p. 64. 

44. J. S. Grewal, The Sikhs of the Punjab, pp. 47-48. 

45. In the words of the Bhats, Goindval was a heavenly city established on the banks of the 
river Beas (Gobindvalu gobindpuri sam jalan tiri Bipas banayo, AG, 1400). 

46. For a detailed discussion of this issue, see Fauja Singh, Guru Amardas: Life and Teach 
ings (New Delhi: Sterling, 1979), pp. 116-129 and 143-164. 

47. Surjit, Hans, A Reconstruction of Sikh History from Sikh Literature Jalandhar: ABS Pub- 
lications, 1988), pp. 61-64. 

48. Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 15: 1, p. 161. 

49. Fauja Singh and Gurbachan Singh Talib, Guru Tegh Bahadur: Martyr and Teacher (Patiala: 
Punjabi University, 1975), pp. 41-89. 

50. J. S. Grewal and S. S. Bal, Guru Gobind Singh (Chandigarh: Panjab University, 1987), 
pp. 103-126. 

51. For detailed discussion, see chapter 5. 

52. For a brief history of the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, see Surjit Singh 
Gandhi, Perspectives on Sikh Gurdwara Legislation (New Delhi: Atlantic, 1993). 

53. A committee including Jathedar Joginder Singh Vedanti, Bhai Joginder Singh Talwara, 
Giani Harbans Singh Patiala, Bhai Bikram Singh Patiala, Principal Parkash Singh, and 
Bhai Avtar Singh Badhanikalan was formed by a resolution of the SGPC passed on March 
26, 1996, to look into the variations between four different editions of the Adi Granth pub- 
lished by the SGPC itself. I am grateful to Jathedar Joginder Singh Vedanti for giving me a 
copy of the SGPC resolution, and sharing with me the progress of this committee from time 
to time. 

54. For the first complete commentary on the Adi Granth, see Giani Badan Singh, ed., Adi 
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji Satik (Faridkot vala Tika), 4 vols. (Patiala: Punjab Language Depart- 
ment, 1970). The work was completed in 1883 but published later in the 1900s. The commen- 
taries of Giani Narain Singh Mujangwale in 1932 and Giani Bishan Singh Lakhuwal in 1936 
followed. Several commentaries on the complete text of the Adi Granth have appeared since 
then; for details, see Taran Singh, Gurbani dian Viakhia Pranalian, p. 295. An incomplete trans- 
lation of the Adi Granth into English appeared in 1877; see Ernest Trumpp, The Adi Granth or 
the Holy Scripture of the Sikhs (Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal, 1978). The other translations 
include Gopal Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib, 4 vols. (Delhi: Gurdas Kapur, 1960-1962); 
Manmohan Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib, 8 vols. (Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak 
Committee, 1962); Gurbachan Singh Talib, Sri Guru Granth Sahib, 4 vols. (Patiala: Punjabi 
University, 1985); and Pritam Singh Chahil, Sri Guru Granth Sahib (New Delhi: Crescent Print- 
ing, n. d. [1995?]). For an interesting translation of compositions used in Sikh prayers, see Nikki- 
Guninder Kaur Singh, The Name of My Beloved (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1995), 
Jarnail Singh of Toronto has published a French translation: Sri Gourou Granth Sahib, 4 vols. 
(Providenciales, West Indies: Intellectual Services International, 1998). Translating sacred writ- 
ings is never easy and when one is confronted with an original of immense poetic complexity, 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh J i eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


Notes to Pages 16-19 143 


the task becomes infinitely difficult. For those interested in the serious study of the Adi Granth, 
these translations cannot substitute for the original text. 

55. The Sikh community, like other scripture-oriented communities, has had its share of 
acrimonious debates in which belief in the revealed nature of scripture clashed with scholarly 
attempts to understand its history. The study presented here was part and parcel of these de- 
bates in the mid 1990s and progressed in an environment of considerable tension. It may be 
useful for the reader to keep this specific context of the book in mind while plodding through 
its contents. For the details of this confrontation, see Bachittar Singh Giani, ed., Planned Attack 
on Aad Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Chandigarh: International Centre of Sikh Studies, 1994); Piar 
Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth and the Controversy (Grandledge, Mich.: Anant Education and Rural 
Development Foundation, 1996); Mohinderjit Singh, Arthan di Rajniti (Ludhiana: Simran Pub- 
lications, n. d. [1997?]); and J. S. Grewal, Contesting Interpretations of the Sikh Tradition (New 
Delhi: Manohar, 1998), pp. 238-267. 


Chapter 2 


1. Guru Amardas believed that liberation can be attained only by understanding the divine 
revelation as enshrined in the Sikh text (Dithai mukati na hovai jicharu shabadi na kare vicharu, 
M3, AG, 594). 

2. Taran Singh, Gurbani dian Viakhia Pranalian, p. 47. 

3. A hymn by Guru Nanak opens with the question as to how to meditate on the divine 
name, and Guru Amardas appended a hymn answering the question (AG, 661). For more in- 
stances, see Taran Singh, Gurbani dian Viakhia Pranalian, pp. 28-34. 

4. This literature began with the writings of Bhai Gurdas and Miharban; see Bhai Gurdas, 
Varan, and Miharban, Janam-Sakhi Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, ed. Kirpal Singh (Amritsar: Sikh 
History Research Department, Khalsa College, 1962). 

5. Taran Singh records as many as seven different schools; see his Gurbani dian Viakhia 
Pranalian, pp. 37-393. 

6. AG, 1389-1409. 

7. See Kirpal Singh, ed., Janam-Sakhi Prampra. For a critical discussion of the janam-sakhi 
literature, see W. H. McLeod, Early Sikh Tradition: A Study of the Janam-sakhis (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1980), pp. 250-256, and Surjit Hans, A Reconstruction of Sikh History from 
Sikh Literature , pp. 185-220. For other examples of this genre, see Sri Satiguru ji de Muhai 
dian Sakhian, in Piara Singh Padam, ed., Prachin Punjabi Gadd (Patiala: Kalam Mandir, 1978), 
pp. 66-85, created in the middle decades of the seventeenth century; Hariji, “Goshati Guru 
Amardas Ji,” in Raijasbir Singh, Guru Amardas: Srot Pustak, pp. 43-207, written in the third 
quarter of the century; The Bachittar Natak, a poetic rendering of the life story of Guru Gobind 
Singh written in the 1690s and recorded in the Dasam Granth; and Sevadas, Parchi Patishahi 
Dasvin ki, ed. Piara Singh Padam (Patiala: Kalam Mandir, 1988), written in the opening de- 
cades of the eighteenth century. 

8. Notes recorded in manuscripts numbered 4, 20, and 27 referred to in chapter 5, table 
4, mention details of the text’s contents and the degree of authenticity of its various copies, 
and also inform us that the text in hand has been corrected with the Kartarpur Pothi. Chaupa 
Singh, Rahitnama, ed. W. H. McLeod (Otago: University of Otago Press, 1987), pp. 82, and 
92. 

9. Sainapati, Sri Gur Sobha, ed. Ganda Singh (1967; rpt. Patiala: Punjabi University, 1988), 
p. 170, and Koer Singh Kalal, Gurbilas Patishahi 10, ed. Shamsher Singh Ashok (Patiala: Punjabi 
University, 1986 [1969]), p. 284. 

10. Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, ed. Rattan Singh Jaggi 
(Chandigarh: Panjab University, 1972), pp. 50-51, 126, 163-164, and 202. 
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11. Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash: Bhag Duja, ed. Gobind Singh Lamba and Khazan 
Singh (Patiala: Punjab Language Department, 1971), pp. 358-374, and Sikhan di Bhagatmala, 
ed. Tarlochan Singh Bedi (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1994), pp. 122-123 and 128-129. Piar 
Singh argues that this text was written in the mid 1780s; see his Gatha Sri Adi Granth (Amritsar: 
Guru Nanak Dev University, 1992), pp. 13-14. 

12. For a history of this period, see J. S. Grewal, The Sikhs of the Punjab , pp. 62-81. The 
lineage of these authors is also noteworthy. Bhalla was a direct descendant of Guru Amardas, 
the third Sikh guru. Since the middle of the sixteenth century, Bhalla’s family lived in Goindval, 
and his ancestors must have been immersed in the traditions regarding the early history of the 
community. 

Chhibbar belonged to the family of Chaupa Singh. Their ancestors joined the Sikh commu- 
nity in the mid seventeenth century and became influential members of the Sikh court in sub- 
sequent years. After the Sikh evacuation of Anandpur in 1704, the family lived in Delhi and 
Amritsar, eventually returning to their original home in Jammu in the middle of the eighteenth 
century. Thus, Chhibbars had firsthand knowledge of events in Anandpur, and their stay in 
Amritsar must have exposed them to the traditions regarding the early Sikh history in central 
Punjab. 

If one accepts that Giani Surat Singh wrote Sikhan di Bhagatmala, then the author’s family 
entered the Sikh fold at Anandpur at the turn of the eighteenth century, shifting later to Amritsar 
in the middle decades. Unlike the other two, this family joined the Sikh community only to- 
ward the end of the guru period and had less extended first-hand contact with the early phases 
of Sikh history. For more information on Giani Surat Singh, see Jasbir Singh Sabar, Gian 
Ratanavali (Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University, 1993), pp. 45-57. 

13. Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, pp. 50-51; Sarupdas Bhalla, 
Mahima Prakash, pp. 358-364; and Sikhan di Bhagatmala, pp. 122-123. 

14. Yeh man upaji pragtio jag panth. Tih karan kije ab granth (Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash, 
p. 358). 

15. Ibid., pp. 365-368. See also Rattan Singh Jaggi, “Pran Sangali da Karatritava,” in M. S. 
Randhawa, Abhinandan Granth (Delhi: Navyug, 1969), pp. 131-147, and W. H. McLeod, 
“Hakikat Rah Mukam Raje Sivanabh ki,” Proceedings of the Punjab History Conference (Patiala: 
Punjabi University, 1969), pp. 96-105. 

16. Sikhan di Bhagatmala, pp. 128-129. 

17. Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, pp. 126 and 135. 

18. Ibid., pp. 135-136. For a detailed discussion of this text, see Randhir Singh, Sri Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji di Shabad-Murati (Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, 1962), 
and Piara Singh Padam, Dasam Granth Darshan (Patiala: Kalam Mandir, 1990). 

19. Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, pp. 163, 198, and 215. 

20. Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash, p. 892. 

21. Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, p. 136. 

22. Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru kian Sakhian, ed. Piara Singh Padam and Giani Garja Singh 
(Patiala: Kalam Mandir, 1986). For another major document from this corpus, see Seva Singh, 
Shahid Bilas, ed. Giani Garja Singh (Ludhiana: Punjabi Sahitt Academy, 1961). 

23. Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru kian Sakhian, pp. 10-11. 

24. Guru kian Sakhian sheds important light on two interesting aspects of Sikh life in the 
early period. First, it focuses on the role of Sikh women at this time. Mata Basi, the mother of 
Guru Harirai, is a case in point. She is presented as an important figure in her own right who 
runs her clan, arranges marriages, and plays a central role in the succession ceremony of Guru 
Tegh Bahadur. There are other women, such as Bibi Sulakhani, Bibi Rup Kaur, Bibi Gomadei 
(wife of Dhirmal), etc., who to my knowledge are not mentioned in any other early source. Sec- 
ond, this text captures a very realistic picture of the dissent within the gurus’ families and de- 
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scribes how fierce competition and differences did not stop them from keeping up ceremonial 
relationships and visiting each other on occasions of both happiness and sorrow. 

25. Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru kian Sakhian, p. 83. 

26. Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, p. 136; Sarupdas Bhalla, 
Mahima Prakash, pp. 372-374; and Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru kian Sakhian, pp. 41-42. 

27. Sri Gurbilas Patishahi 6, ed. Giani Inder Singh Gill (Amritsar: Vazir Hind Press, 1977), 
pp. 52-91, Bhai Santokh Singh, Sri Gurpratap Suraj Granth, ed. Bhai Vir Singh (Amritsar: 
Khalsa Samachar, 1963), vol. 6, pp. 2044-2145. The identification of the author of Sri Gurbilas 
Patishahi 6 is problematical. Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha attributed this text to Gurmukh Singh 
and Darbara Singh of the Akali Bunga, Amritsar; see his Mahan Kosh, p. 421, and Gurmat 
Sudhakar (Patiala: Punjab Language Department, 1970), p. 216. Scholars have noticed close 
parallels in the story of the compilation of the Kartarpur Pothi as it appears in these two sources; 
see Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, p. 22. In my view, the authors of both these sources were 
probably students of Giani Sant Singh, son of Giani Surat Singh, the likely author of Sikhan di 
Bhagatmala; and the history of the Adi Granth may have come to them from their common 
teacher. 

28. See chapter 1, n. 36. Their position is: Bed puran ab sabh math line. Sabh ka sar granth 
ji kine, Sri Gurbildas Patishahi 6, p. 90; Bhai Santokh Singh, Sri Gurpratap Suraj Granth, vol. 6, 
p. 2083. 

29. Sri Gurbilas Patishahi 6, pp. 52-54; Bhai Santokh Singh, Sri Gurpratap Suraj Granth, 
vol. 6, pp. 2049-2059. 

30. Bhai Santokh Singh, Sri Gurpratap Suraj Granth, vol. 6, pp. 2038-2043. 

31. Sri Gurbilas Patishahi 6, p. 90; Bhai Santokh Singh, Sri Gurpratap Suraj Granth, vol. 6, 
p. 2140. 

32. Sri Gurbilas Patishahi 6, p. 170. 

33. Giani Gian Singh, Tuarikh Guru Khalsa (Patiala: Punjab Language Department, 1993), 
pp. 417-420. 

34. Tbid., p. 417. 

35. Ibid., pp. 1084-1085. 

36. See chapter 1, n. 54. 

37. Charan Singh, Sri Guru Granth Bani Biaura (Amritsar: Khalsa Tract Society, 1945 
[1902]), pp. 4-6. 

38. For developments in the field of education, see G. W. Leitner, Indigenous Education in 
the Punjab Since Annexation (Patiala: Punjab Language Department, 1970 [1882]). 

39. Ernest Trumpp, The Adi Granth; Max Arthur Macauliffe, The Sikh Religion, Its Gurus, 
Sacred Writings and Authors (Delhi: S. Chand, 1985). For an overview of their contribution, see 
J. S. Grewal, “A Brief History of Sikh Studies,” in John Stratton Hawley and Gurinder Singh 
Mann, eds., Studying the Sikhs: Issues for North America (Albany: State University of New York 
Press, 1993), pp. 164-165. 

40. Hira Singh Dard, ed., Sardar Karam Singh Historian di Itihasak Khoj (Amritsar: Sikh 
Itihas Research Board, 1960); S. S. Amol, Professor Teja Singh (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1977); 
and Abnash Kaur, Professor Sahib Singh: Jivan te Rachna (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1983). 

41. This position was at the basis of commentaries of the Adi Granth produced by these 
two scholars; see Teja Singh, ed., Shabadarth Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, 4 vols. (Amritsar: Shiromani 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, 1936-41); and Sahib Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib Darpan. 
See also Teja Singh, “Sri Guru Granth Sahib da Sampadan,” in Guru Arjan Dev: Jivan te Rachna, 
ed. Giani Lal Singh (Patiala: Punjab Language Department, 1988); Sahib Singh, Gurbani te Itihas 
bare (Amritsar: Singh Brothers, 1986 [1946]), pp. 9-39; and Adi Bir bare (Amritsar: Singh Broth- 
ers, 1970), pp. 9-146. Teja Singh and Sahib Singh conducted most of their research in the 
1930s and 1940s. 
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42. Teja Singh, “Sri Guru Granth Sahib da Sampadan,” pp. 135-136. 

43. Sahib Singh, Gurbani te Itihas bare, pp. 34-39, Adi Bir bare, pp. 82-84. 

44. See notes in Teja Singh, ed., Shabadarth Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, pp. 661, 927, 1169, 
1170, and 1253. 

45. Sahib Singh, Adi Bir bare, pp. 119-147 and 169-183. 

46. G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Bian (Lahore: Modern Publications, 
1944), pp. 9-12, 26-30, and 291-292. 

47. For instance, Piar Singh simply repeats information given by G. B. Singh about three 
major seventeenth-century manuscripts associated with Bhai Painda (before 1640), Dehra Dun 
(1659), and Pindi Lala (1675). See his Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 130, 258, and 309. 

48. G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, pp. 91-107; for Bhai Jodh Singh’s 
critique of G. B. Singh’s position on the Kartarpur Pothi, see Piar Singh, ed., Bhai Jodh Singh 
Gadd Saurabh pp. 416-486. The suspicion lingers on; see Pashaura Singh, “The Text and 
Meaning of the Adi Granth” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Toronto, 1991), p. 20, and Daljeet 
Singh, Essay on the Authenticity of Kartarpuri Bir (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1987), pp. 30- 
37. 

49. Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1968). Giani 
Mahan Singh of the Chief Khalsa Diwan, who had accompanied Bhai Jodh Singh during his 
examination of the Kartarpur Pothi, actually took these detailed notes. His original file is avail- 
able in Bhai Jodh Singh’s papers in the Punjabi University Library, Patiala; see Piar Singh, Gatha 
Sri Adi Granth, pp. 52-53. 

50. Gursharan Kaur Jaggi, ed., Babe Mohan valian Pothian (Delhi: Arsi, 1987). 

51. Giani Gurdit Singh, Itihas Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Bhagat Bani Bhag (Chandigarh: Sikh 
Sahitt Sansathan, 1990), pp. 550-586. 

52. Harnamdas Udasi, Adi Shri Guru Granth Sahib dian Puratani Biran te Vichar, 2 vols. 
(Kapurthala: Kantesh Pharmacy, n. d. [1969-19727]). 

53. Randhir Singh, et al., eds., Sti Guru Granth Sahib Ji dian SanthaSanchian ate Puratan 
Hathlikhit Pavan Biran de Praspar Path-Bhedan di Suchi (Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak 
Committee, 1977). The work is laid out in several columns, which include a page-by-page com- 
parison of the text of the Adi Granth. The three key columns include “incorrect verses as they 
appear in some manuscripts and printed editions,” “their correct forms,” and “reference to the 
manuscripts on which the correct forms are based.” This significant work was based on early 
manuscripts available at that time in Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar. This rare collection was 
destroyed during the Operation Bluestar in 1984. 

54. Giani Mahan Singh, Param Pavitar Adi Bir da Sankalna Kal (Amritsar: Khalsa Samachar, 
1952); Harbhajan Singh, Gurbani Sampadan Nirnai (Chandigarh: Satnam Prakashan, 1989), 
and Piara Singh Padam, Sri Guru Granth Prakash. 

55. Harbhajan Singh, Gurbani Sampadan Nirnai, pp. 106-119; Piara Singh Padam, Sri Guru 
Granth Prakash, pp. 57-58. 

56. Pashaura Singh, “The Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” pp. 12-18. 

57. Ibid., pp. 24-28. 

58. Ibid., pp. 81-84. 

59. For a report on Pashaura Singh’s appearance before the Akal Takhat, see Abstract of 
Sikh Studies July 1994), pp. 132-144, see also Bachittar Singh Giani, ed., Planned Attack on 
Aad Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The entire book is devoted to critiquing Pashaura Singh’s doctoral 
dissertation. 

60. Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, p. 112, and 450-454. 

61. Ibid., pp. 411, 432-433, and 148-149, 172, 451, and 456. 

62. For details, see India Today (April 30, 1993), p. 19, Abstract of Sikh Studies January, 
1993), pp. 1-46, and Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth and the Controversy, pp. 55-74. 
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63. Amarjit Singh Grewal, “Ikkivin Sadi de Manav ate Samaj di Sirjina lai Guru Granth 
Sahib di Prasangikta,” Vismad Nad 3: 1 (Ludhiana: International Institute of Gurmat Studies, 
1994), pp. 1-100. For debate on this issue, see Mohinderjit Singh, Arthan di Rajniti. 

64. For instance, Giani Gurdit Singh, Piara Singh Padam, and Randhir Singh worked un- 
der the auspices of the SGPC in the middle decades of the century. 

65. Gurinder Singh Mann, The Goindval Pothis: The Earliest Extant Source of the Sikh Canon, 
Harvard Oriental Series (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1996). For reviews, see W. H. 
McLeod, Indo-Iranian Journal 40:2 (1997) pp. 406-408; J. S. Grewal, International Journal of 
Punjab Studies 4:2 (1997) pp. 253-258; Christopher Shackle, Bulletin of the School of Oriental 
and African Studies 61:2 (1998) p. 361; and Gurharpal Singh, Asian Affairs June 1998) pp. 220- 
221. The book was originally prepared in Punjabi and submitted for publication to Guru Nanak 
Dev University Press, Amritsar. The university authorities were, however, subjected to such 
pressure that they withdrew their decision to publish it; see “‘Controversial’ book in offing,” 
The Tribune (May 26, 1995), p. 10. 

66. Pritam Singh, ed., Ahiapur vali Pothi (Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University, 1998). 

67. Pritam Singh, “Bhai Banno’s Copy of the Sikh Scripture,” Journal of Sikh Studies 11: 2 
(1984), pp. 98-115. 

68. W.H. McLeod, “The Sikh Scripture,” in his Evolution of the Sikh Community, pp. 59- 
82; “The Sikh Scripture: Some Issues,” in Mark Juergensmeyer and N. Gerald Barrier, 
eds., Sikh Studies: Comparative Perspectives on a Changing Tradition (Berkeley: Berkeley Reli- 
gious Studies Series, 1979), pp. 97-111; “The Study of Sikh Literature,” in John Stratton 
Hawley and Gurinder Singh Mann, eds., Studying the Sikhs: Issues for North America, pp. 47- 
68. 

69. J. S. Grewal, “A Perspective on Early Sikh History,” in Juergensmeyer and Barrier, eds., 
Sikh Studies, pp. 33-39; “Legacies of the Sikh Past for the Twentieth Century,” in Joseph T. 
©’Connell et al., eds., Sikh History and Religion in the Twentieth Century (Toronto:University of 
Toronto, 1988), pp. 18-25; see also J. S. Grewal, Sikh Ideology Polity and Social Order (New 
Delhi: Manohar, 1996), pp. 39-46. 

70. J. S. Grewal, Contesting Interpretations of the Sikh Tradition, p. 260. Even if one agrees 
with Grewal that the textual criticism does not have the same relevance for Sikh scripture which 
it commanded in biblical studies, a historically accurate account of the compilation of the Adi 
Granth would be of great value for scholars interested in the comparative study of canon forma- 
tion. The Sikhs constitute the only major religious tradition that still has access to precanonical 
manuscripts and are in a unique position to present a model of canonization which is fully 
supported by documentary evidence. 


71. Sikh Rahit Maryada: The Code of Sikh Conduct and Conventions. 


Chapter 3 


1. The information about this litigation was given to me by the custodians of the Guru 
Harsahai Pothi, the Goindval Pothis, and the Kartarpur Pothi. Haresh Singh Sodhi told me that 
after the SGPC failed in its bid to legally acquire their pothi, his family thought it necessary to 
appease Sikh leadership and as a result donated fifty acres of their land in Guru Harsahai vil- 
lage to the SGPC, which is presently in the SGPC’s possession. 

2. For references to G. B. Singh’s unsuccessful efforts to reach these pothis, see his Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, pp. 12 and 26. 

3. This account was narrated to me by Haresh Singh Sodhi himself during my visit to Guru 
Harsahai in January 1995. The family was very kind to show me the rosary, the precious stone, 
and the suitcase from which the pothi was stolen; see also Giani Gurdit Singh, Itihas Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib, p. 560. Piar Singh’s claim that the pothi was lost during the return journey from 
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Delhi, where it was taken to be displayed in some exhibition, is incorrect. See his Gatha Sri Adi 
Granth, p. 113. 

4. In my conversations with other scholars in the field, I detected a general feeling that the 
pothi was stolen and sent overseas. One speculated that it might be in the United States, the 
others thought it was probably in a European collection. 

5. AG, 1200, contains a very touching hymn by Guru Ramdas which is traditionally associ- 
ated with Prithi Chand’s refusal to accept Guru Ramdas’s decision regarding succession. See 
also Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 26: 1, p. 285. For Prithi Chand’s establishment at Hehar, see Bhai 
Santokh Singh, Sri Gurupratap Suraj Granth, vol. 6, p. 1999, and Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha, 
Mahan Kosh, p. 280. 

6. Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru kian Sakhian, p. 117, and Seva Singh, Shahid Bilas, pp. 69- 
71, report that Bhai Mani Singh took charge of the affairs of the Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, in 
1698. This date coincides perfectly with the death of Hariji and seems to be more tenable than 
that of late 1710s accepted in Sikh tradition; see J. S. Grewal, The Sikhs of the Punjab, p. 88. 

7. The villages around Chunian were probably under Sikh influence since the time of Guru 
Amardas. Miharban mentions Guru Nanak’s visit to this area; see Janam-Sakhi Sri Guru Nanak 
Dev Ji, vol. 1, p. 511. Bhai Gurdas refers to three important Arora Sikhs based in Chunian— 
Seth Subhaga, Bhag, and Ugvanda (see Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 11: 23, p. 140). Beni Pandit, who 
is said to have been an influential follower of Guru Amardas, is also associated with Chunian; 
see Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash, Bhag Duja, p. 227. The village also appears as one of 
the manjis in the list given by Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha; see Fauja Singh, Guru Amardas:Life and 
Teachings, p. 126. The earliest extant manuscripts of the literature produced by this branch of the 
guru family were actually prepared in this area; see JanamSakhi Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, vol. 1, 
p. 37, and vol. 2, p. 19. 

8. For a history of the family, see Lepel H. Griffin and Charles Francis Massy, Chiefs and 
Families of Note in the Punjab (Lahore: Punjab Government, 1939), pp. 234-236; District and 
States Gazetteers of the Undivided Punjab (Delhi: B. R. Publishing, 1985), vol. 3, pp. 626-627; 
and Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha, Mahan Kosh, pp. 421-422. The Sodhi family tree can be recon- 
structed on the basis of the “Genealogical Table of the Gurus,” available in Joseph Davey 
Cunningham, A History of the Sikhs (1849; rpt. Delhi: S. Chand, 1985), pp. 348-349; and 
Piara Singh Padam, “Sodhian di Gurpranali,” Khoj Patrika (1968-1969), p. 89. Although | 
could not find the dates of all family scions, their line appears as follows: Prithi Chand (d. 
1618), Miharban (d. 1640), Hariji (d. 1696), Hargopal, Gurandita, Jiwanamal, Guru Harsahai, 
Ajit Singh (d. 1813), Hamir Singh (d. 1834), Gulab Singh (d. 1867), Fateh Singh (d. 1878), 
Bishan Singh (d. 1910), Jaswant Singh (d. 1971), Haresh Singh (born 1946), Tikka Yuvraj Singh 
(born 1994). 

9. The Sodhi fort, built in the second half of the eighteenth century, has extensive murals, 
including portraits of the later Sikh gurus and scenes from their lives. The structure and the art 
work of the fort are becoming steadily damaged by the ravages of weather. I am very grateful to 
Haresh Singh Sodhi for giving me a large set of photographs of these murals. 

10. Haresh Singh Sodhi shared with me a file containing the papers related to the family 
litigation in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. These details are culled from the letters 
and judgments that British officials generated while sorting out the family tangle. 

11. Hariji, Gosati Guru Mihirvanu, ed. Govindnath Rajguru (Chandigarh: Panjab Univer- 
sity, 1974), pp. 175-177. 

12. Ibid., pp. 178-179. 

13. Quoted by Kirpal Singh in the Janam-Sakhi Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, vol. 2, p. 80. 

14. Griffin and Massey, Chiefs and Families of Note in the Punjab, p. 236. The case filed by 
Bishan Singh in the Chief Court of the Punjab on May 2, 1881, was entitled “Claim for the 
Book and the Lands of the Shrine of Guru Harsahai.” 
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15. Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha, Mahan Kosh, p. 422. 

16. Using the influence of the Deputy Commissioner, Ferozepur, Trilochan Singh, district 
public relations officer at Patiala, was able to convince the Sodhis to bring the pothi to Patiala. 
It was displayed at the library during the day and was taken to the official residence of Inderjit 
Kaur Sandhu, principal, Government College, Patiala, and the wife of Giani Gurdit Singh, in 
the evening. Some of the photographs of the pothi now in the possession of Giani Gurdit Singh 
were taken at this time. One must point out that Giani Gurdit Singh already possessed some 
photographs that he had acquired with the help of Giani Kartar Singh, the state revenue min- 
ister, in the 1950s. With sprawling landholdings in Guru Harsahai and unsettled claims for 
lands left in the west Punjab, the Sodhis were understandably keen to oblige Giani Kartar Singh 
during those years. 

17. All through the 1980s, with severe political turmoil going on in the Punjab, the tradi- 
tion of the Vaisakhi fair at Guru Harsahai continued. For a report of the annual fair in 1996, 
see Akali Patrika (March 9, 1996); p. 1, Navan Zamana (March 9, 1996), p. 7; Jag Bani (March 
19, 1996), p. 2. 

18. Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 1: 31, p. 71, “Valayat vali Janam-Sakhi,” p. 57, and “Miharban 
vali Janam-Sakhi,” pp. 184-185, in Kirpal Singh, ed., Janam-Sakhi Prampra. 

19. Since the loss of the Guru Harsahai Pothi, the emphasis has shifted to the mala and the 
padam, which are now at the center of public display during the annual fair. 

20. For a facsimile of this folio, see Giani Gurdit Singh, Itihas Sri Guru Granth Sahib, p. 8. 
It should, however, be pointed out that Giani Gurdit Singh’s transcription of the invocation in 
the pothi is not accurate. He could not decipher kartar and has transcribed the word sachunam 
as satinam. The invocation in the Adi Granth has been the key issue of the recent controversy 
over the works of Pashaura Singh and Piar Singh; see Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth and the 
Controversy, p. 132. 

In existing Sikh literature, there are two views regarding the authorship of the invocation. 
Traditionally, the text is attributed to Guru Nanak; see Bhai Vir Singh, Santhaya Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib, vol. 1, p. 2, and Pritam Singh, ed., Sikh Concept of the Divine (Amritsar: Guru Nanak 
Dev University, 1985), p. 1. Others however, have argued that the invocation was authored by 
Guru Arjan. Giani Narain Singh Mujangwale, writing in 1932, claimed that the text of the 
invocation evolved over time and reached its final form in the hands of Guru Arjan (cited in 
Taran Singh, Gurbani dian Viakhia Pranalian, p. 278), Giani Mahan Singh in his “Piau Dade 
da Khol Ditha Khazana,” Nirguniara 57: 7 July, 1959), and Piar Singh in his recent Gatha Sri 
Adi Granth and the Controversy, pp. 139-142, elaborated this view further. Three major com- 
mentators of the Adi Granth, Giani Badan Singh, Sahib Singh, and Teja Singh are interestingly 
silent on this issue, and their position is not clear. 

The recent debate over the invocation centered around two issues. First, Pashaura Singh and 
Piar Singh’s attributions of the invocation to Guru Arjan were received with a great degree of 
hostility by scholars who believe that this text was composed by Guru Nanak. They do not offer 
any evidence in support of their assertion for the authorship of Guru Nanak, nor do they show 
any awareness that this issue has been debated since the 1930s; see Bachittar Singh Giani, ed., 


Second, the argument that while giving the invocation its final form Guru Arjan made theo- 
logical changes in the existing text is found disturbing by many. Pashaura Singh and Piar Singh’s 
finding of doctrinal variations between the different versions of the invocation is problematical, 
and I for one disagree. I think the changes made in the text are minor and cannot be assigned any 
philosophical import. Nor do I see any weight in their critics’ argument that these interpretations 
constitute a premeditated effort to challenge the revealed nature of the contents of Sikh scripture. 

In my view, the debate about the invocation has yet to achieve the clarity it needs. Recent 
emphasis on the invocation seems to emerge from a strange blend of two elements. First, the 
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scholars responsible for generating this controversy have attempted to argue that the textual 
approach is not pertinent to Sikh scripture, as it was recorded by “the prophet” (Guru Arjan) 
himself, see “Blasphemous Attacks,” Abstracts of Sikh Studies January 1993), p. 8. Within this 
broad context, any attempt to trace textual evolution in the corpus of sacred Sikh literature is a 
challenge to the revealed nature of the contents. This response to textual scholarship is not 
unique to the Sikhs, and I do not need to go into it here. 

Second, there is a more specific reason that the invocation is so impartant in the debate on 
textual issues. Sikh commentators have normally used three Punjabi terms: sirlekh (Charan Singh, 
Sri Guru Granth Bani Biaura, p. 9), mulmantar (Teja Singh, ed., Shabadarth Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib Ji, vol. 1, p. 1), and mangal (Harbhajan Singh, Gurbani Sampadan Nirnai, pp. 66-67). 
Scholars condemning the work of Pashaura Singh and Piar Singh exclusively use the term 
mulmantar and thereby tie this debate with the Hindu understanding of the mantra; see Gurmail 
Singh Sidhu, “Adi Sri Guru Granth Sahib te Yojanabadh Hamla,” p. 350; for its usage in Hindu 
literature, see Harold Coward and David Goa, Mantra: Hearing the Divine in India (Chambersburg, 
Pa.: Anima Books, 1991), pp. 27-29 and 55, and J. Gonda, Mantra Interpretation in the Satpatha- 
Brahmana (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1988). 

The placement of the Sikh invocation in the Hindu mantric context is not new. The text of 
invocation as a group of potent words was first alluded to in the vars of Bhai Gurdas (see Bhai 
Gurdas, Varan, 1: 23, p. 69; 1: 49, p. 76, and 6: 19, p 106). These allusions, however, need 
to be understood in the broader context of Bhai Gurdas’s writings. He refers to the invocation 
thrice in his vars but does not even once mention the complete text as it appears in the Adi 
Granth. In other words, there is no evidence that Bhai Gurdas took the invocation to be a set 
of sounds that must be quoted in its entirety. Nor is there any emphasis on the mantric power 
of these sounds; for him, the hymns of the gurus are the core revelation for the Sikhs (Bhai 
Gurdas, Varan, 40: 22, p. 316). 

Beginning with the nineteenth century, Nirmala scholars established the tradition of inter- 
pretation of the invocation according to the full Hindu meaning of the term; see Pritam Singh, 
ed., Sikh Concept of the Divine, pp. 1-25. The invocation was declared to be the substantive 
essence of the Adi Granth—an interpretation underpinning the scholarly view that the research 
findings of Pashaura Singh and Piar Singh are disturbing. According to this line of thought, any 
attempt to trace the evolution in the text of the invocation constitutes tinkering with the very 
essence of the Sikh revelatoty writings. 

This view of invocation has more to do with the Hindu context from which it emerges than 
anything available in Sikh doctrine. If this text was thought to be the original revelation, as 
these scholars assert, it would be natural to keep the original form intact as well. But it is not 
considered original, and there are numerous variations of this text available in sacred Sikh lit- 
erature. In the Kartarpur Pothi/Adi Granth, there are five distinct versions of the invocation; 
see Harbhajan Singh, Gurbani Sampadan Nirnai, pp. 66-67. The letters of the command writ- 
ten by the gurus to the Sikh congregations contain yet more variations; see Ganda Singh, ed., 
Hukamname (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1985 [1967]), pp. 75, 77, 127, 139, 159. An alto- 
gether different text (Vahiguru ji ki fateh) appears in the Dasam Granth, another Sikh scriptural 
text. 

Nor is there any provision in Sikh doctrine for interpreting the invocation as a set of potent 
sounds to be recited over and over for producing special results, and there is no basis for the 
claim that this text represents the thematic core of Sikh scripture as a whole. The term mulmantar 
appears once in the hymns of Guru Nanak and its usage implies that the name of God is at the 
root of all mantras (Mulmantr hari namu rasaianu kahu Nanak pura paia, M1, AG, 1040)—the 
meaning being that all mantras are superseded by the name of God revealed to the Sikhs in the 
hymns of the gurus. Along similar lines, Guru Arjan wrote that knowledge [of God] has been 
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given to all as the seed mantra (Bij mantr sarab ko gianu, M5, AG, 274). The mantras are no 
longer valid for the Sikhs, since the hymns of the gurus are far superior to them. 

In Sikh doctrine, communication between human beings and the divine is, as in other 
monotheistic traditions, primarily by way of prayer to the personal God; for the distinction between 
the use of mantra and prayer, see P. Alper Harvey, ed., Understanding Mantras (Albany: State 
University of New York Press, 1989), pp. 2-3. For an interesting interpretation of this issue, see 
Jaswant Singh Neki, Ardas: Darshan, Rup, Abhias (Amritsar: Singh Brothers, 1989). 

In my view, the text of the invocation developed as a literary device to seeking divine help 
before each section of the scriptural text was inscribed, and instead of relating to the Hindu 
mantra, it may be seen to follow the Qur’anic tradition of the Bismillah. For further discussion 
of this, see Chapter 6. 

21. 1 am grateful to Joginder Singh Ahluwalia for providing me with figures regarding the 
frequency of these terms. 

22. The description of the pothi appears in Giani Gurdit Singh, Itihas Sri Guru Granth Sahib, 
pp. 557-561, and 579-586. Through my meetings with him in New York and Chandigarh in 
recent years, I have clarified some obscurities in his written account here, and J] render his views 
to the best of my knowledge. 

23. Janam-Sakhi Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, vol. 2, pp. 486-507. 

24. For the text of these hymns, see JanamSakhi Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, vol. 1, pp. 33-36; 
the Goindval Pothi, folios 16-18; and the Adi Granth, pp. 764-65. 

25. The opening is, Jin kau bhandai bhau tina savarsi, M1, AG, 729; see JanamSakhi Sri 
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, vol. 2, pp. 67-68, and the Goindval Pothi at Jalandhar, folio 10, 

26. Giani Gurdit Singh, Itihas Sri Guru Granth Sahib, p. 558. This claim of Giani Gurdit 
Singh corroborates the seventeenth-century tradition present in the janam-sakhi literature. Ac- 
cording to Hariji, the text of Japji was culled from a written version of the hymns of Guru Nanak 
by Lahina, later Guru Angad, at Kartarpur, and these thirty-eight stanzas and two couplets were 
presented as the core of Guru Nanak’s praise of God. Its placement at the head of the pothi fits 
in well with this thinking, and may be evidence that the pothi itself was prepared at Kartarpur 
at this time. A second possibility exists that the Japji’s placement at the head of the pothi may 
have contributed to the tradition described by Hariji; see JanamSakhi Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, 
vol. 2, pp. 248-250. 

According to Giani Gurdit Singh, the first section of the pothi closes with a hymn attributed 
to Guru Nanak, in rag Tukhari, which begins: Tu suni kirat karamma purabi kamaia. Siri siri 
sukh sahamma dehi su tu bhala, AG, 1107 ((O Lord] listen! Everyone [pays for] his earlier works, 
and will have to receive comfort or punishment. Whatever you give is best for us). The same 
hymn in rag Tukhari is reported in the Puratan Janam-Sakhi to have been Guru Nanak’s last 
composition; see “Valayat vali Janam-Sakhi,” in Kirpal Singh, ed., Janam-Sakhi Prampara, p. 57. 
The tradition of this hymn as Guru Nanak’s last, in combination with its purported presence at 
the end of the Guru Harsahai Pothi, is open to various interpretations. 

One might argue that the presence of the rag Tukhari hymn at the end of the original text 
of the Guru Harsahai Pothi, and the reference to this hymn as the final one composed by 
Guru Nanak in the Puratan Janam-Sakhi, occurred independently of each other and therefore 
corroborate each other. Since there is no visible organization in this first section of the pothi, 
one could argue that it simply records the writings of Guru Nanak in the sequence in which 
they were composed. In that case the hymn in rag Tukhari would have come at the end of the 
text simply because Guru Nanak composed it last. Certainly the Puratan Janam-Sakhi takes 
such a position. 

On the other hand, one might propose that the position of the rag Tukhari hymn at the end 
of the Guru Harsahai Pothi was precisely the evidence that led the Puratan Janam-Sakhi to refer 
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to it as Guru Nanak’s last hymn, regardless of biographical considerations. Such a reading would 
imply that the Puratan Janam-Sakhi, a source independent of the custodians of the Guru Harsahai 
Pothi, considered it to have been compiled during Guru Nanak’s lifetime; thus it would have 
been taken for granted that the final hymn in the Guru Harsahai Pothi was the last that Guru 
Nanak had composed. 

Of course, one could also take the opposite position and argue that the placement of the last 
hymn in the opening section of the Guru Harsahai Pothi was rooted in the Puratan Janam-Sakhi 
tradition. Yet such a chronology, placing the Guru Harsahai Pothi after the Puratan Janam-Sakhi, 
does not seem defensible, because once the organization of the hymns according to rag had 
been developed, there was no reversing it. One is left with two options: Whether the presence 
of the rag Tukhari hymn at the end of the collection of Guru Nanak’s hymns in the Guru Harsahai 
Pothi was the basis for the janam-sakhi tradition or the janam-sakhi represented an independent 
early tradition that corresponded to the extant text in the Guru Harsahai Pothi, these references 
suggest a relatively early origin of the opening section of the pothi. 

27. Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash, p. 204. For the text of the Anand at the disposal of 
this family, see Raijasbir Singh, ed., Guru Amardas: Srot Pustak, pp. 198-201. 

28. Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash, pp. 208 and 358-359. 

29. The palanquin at Goindval is extremely old and it resembles other relics from this early 
period. See Madanjit Kaur, “Goindval,” in Krishan Lal Sharma, ed., Guru Amar Das: Jivan ate 
Chintan (Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University, 1986), pp. 41-42, and Bhai Vir Singh, Santhaya 
Sri Guru Granth Sahib, vol. 4, pp. 1585-1586. 

30. See Giani Gian Singh, Tvarikh Guru Khalsa, vol. 1, p. 418. 

31. G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, pp. 27-29, and Bhai Vir Singh, 
Santhaya Sri Guru Granth Sahib, vol. 4, p. 1586. 

32. In the past several years, the Bhalla family has been extremely kind in making arrange- 
ments for me to examine the pothis on sangrand and puranmashi days. Over the years, they have 
become increasingly comfortable with my interest in the pothis. In 1999 the family warmly wel- 
comed participants of Columbia7 UCSB Summer Program at Chandigarh to their home in Pinjore, 
and it was a delightful experience for me to be able to show the structure and other substantive 
details of the pothi to my colleagues in the program. 

33. Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 26: 33, p. 232. Bhai Gurdas is very critical of the behavior of the 
sons of the early gurus, beginning with Sri Chand. 

34. The Bhalla family at Pinjore records their lineage as follows: Mohan, Sahansram, Ramji, 
Pashaurimal, Kripa Chand, Pratap Chand, Arurmal, Vastiram, Jawahar Singh, Gurbaksh Singh, 
Kahn Singh, Amir Singh, Chet Singh, Sundar Singh, Bhagat Singh, and Kanwarjit Singh. I 
have constructed the Jalandhar line on the basis of information available in Raijasbir Singh, 
ed., Guru Amardas: Srot Pustak, p. 491. With two gaps the line is as follows: Mohari, Arjani, 
Biharidas, Sultan Singh, Meghraj, Ratan Singh, Baharhmal, Tola Singh, Gulab Singh, Bishan 
Singh, Sahib Singh, ?, ?, Dalip Chand, and Vinod Bhalla. 

For references to Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s visits to Goindval, see Sohan Lal Suri, Umdat-ut- 
Tvarikh, daftar III, trans. V. S. Suri (Delhi: S. Chand, 1961), pp. 187, 316, 397, and 398. For 
other visits of Sikh chiefs, see Ram Sukh Rao, Sri Fateh Singh Partap Prabhakar, ed. Joginder 
Kaur (Patiala: editor, 1980), pp. 116, 343, 479, and 538. 

35. For the actual shape of the Gurmukhi letters, see my Goindval Pothis: The Earliest Extant 
Source of the Sikh Canon, p. 17. 

36. For references to this particular dating, see Gursharan Kaur Jaggi, Babe Mohan valian 
Pothian, p. 2; Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 109-112; Teja Singh, “Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib da Sampadan,” pp. 135-136; Piara Singh Padam, Sri Guru Amardas ji di Bani (Patiala: 
Punjabi University, 1979), pp. 23-24 (Padam appears to place the date for the writing of the 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


Notes to Pages 42-44 153 


pothi at Jalandhar later than that of the one at Pinjore); and Giani Gurdit Singh, Itihas Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib, p. 565. See also Pritam Singh, “Punjabi Boli,” in Mohinder Singh Randhawa, 
ed., Punjab (Patiala: Punjab Language Department, 1960), p. 387, and Khoj Patrika 36 (Septem- 
ber 1992), pp. 110-133. 

37. Gursharan Kaur Jaggi, Babe Mohan valian Pothian, p. 2; Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, 
p. 71; Pritam Singh, ed., Ahiapur vali Pothi, pp. 228-233. Piar Singh also argues that the pothis 
began to be written during the time of Guru Amardas but were completed in 1595; see his 
Gatha Sri Adi Granth, p. 112. 

38. For a detailed discussion of this issue, see my Goindval Pothis: The Earliest Extant Source 
of the Sikh Canon, pp. 18-25. 

39. For the text of these hymns, see ibid., pp. 103-116. 

40. Giani Gurdit Singh, Itihas Sri Guru Granth Sahib, p. 563. See also Gursharan Kaur 
Jaggi, Babe Mohan valian Pothian, p. 30. 

41. Sikh tradition refers to instances of hymns included in the Adi Granth which were written 
by the gurus prior to taking up the honor of guru. Guru Ramdas’s hymn in rag Gujri, which opens 
with the verse Hari ke jan satigur satpurakha binau karau gur pasi, is associated with the period 
before he became guru; see Teja Singh, ed., Shabadarth Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, vol. 1, p. 10 and 
vol. 2, p. 492, Giani Badan Singh, Adi Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji Satik, vol. 1, p. 32; and Sahib 
Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib Darpan, vol. 1, p. 146. Guru Arjan’s hymn in rag Majh, which 
opens with Mera manu lochai gurdarsan tai, is thought to have been composed before he took the 
office of guru, see Giani Badan Singh, Adi Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji Satik, vol. 1, p. 255, and Teja 
Singh, ed., Shabadarth Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, vol. 1, p. 96. 

42. Among the group of known Sikhs in this approximate period, other candidates for au- 
thorship of these hymns may be ruled out. Baba Mohan, in whose custody the pothis remained, 
can be taken to be the foremost candidate, but there is little basis for an argument that might 
identify him with Gulam Sadasevak. Neither in Sikh tradition nor in Bhalla family memory is 
there any reference to his creation of poetic compositions. Furthermore, if the writings attrib- 
uted to Gulam Sadasevak were actually Baba Mohan’s, then, since the pothis were in the care of 
the Bhalla family both before and after Baba Mohan’s time, there would have been no sense in 
crossing them out. 

Of the gurus’ other living children, Baba Sri Chand could have been a candidate; but in the 
context of numerous traditions about the special respect accorded to him, the recording of his 
compositions after those of the gurus does not appear likely. Also, as found in his extant writ- 
ings, instead of the signature of “Nanak,” he used the signature “Nanak puta”; See Piar Singh, 
“Solvhin Sadi de Hor Kavi,” in Surinder Singh Kohli, ed., Punjabi Sahitt da Itihas, Bhag Pahila 
(Chandigarh: Panjab University, 1973), vol. 1, pp. 273-282. Asides from the hymns of the 
gurus, the signature “Nanak” appears only in three couplets attributed to Mardana, a disciple of 
Guru Nanak who had long since died; see AG, 553. 

Among leading Sikhs of the time, the name of Baba Buddha is preeminent, but there is no 
tradition about his having written any hymns. At the time the pothis were written, Bhai Gurdas 
must yet have been very young: in the absence of strong proof, his birth can only be placed in 
the second half of the sixteenth century. In his writings there is no effort to use the authoritative 
signature of Nanak. 

43. See chapter 2 in my Goindval Pothis: The Earliest Extant Source of the Sikh Canon. 

44. This principle is not applicable to the Kartarpur Pothi. After the original inscription of 
the Kartarpur Pothi, additional hymns of Guru Arjan were added to it; see chapter 4, n. 47. 

45. Giani Gian Singh, Tvarikh Guru Khalsa, vol. 1, p. 418. 

46. In fact, neither has actually written on this specific subject, but it has arisen quite a few 
times in my conversations with them. 
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47. This issue surfaced accidentally during my stay with Dr. and Mrs. Nirankari in Decem- 
ber 1994. I am obliged to them for both their affection and encouragement. Dr. Nirankari has 
several early Sikh scriptural manuscripts in his custody and he graciously permitted me to pho- 
tograph the oldest one, which was prepared in 1676. 

48. Keeping in mind the close affinity of the text of the Goindval Pothis with that of the Adi 
Granth, I have attempted to count the number of pages in the standard edition of the Adi Granth 
which correspond with the hymns in the four pothis. The following estimate emerges: Pothi at 
Jalandhar, 104; Pothi at Pinjore, 86; Pothi referred to by Giani Gian Singh, 180; and remaining 
text of the gurus’ and Bhagats’ hymns, 125. As expected, the 125-page count is too small to 
necessitate recording its contents in two pothis, it is instead just the right size to constitute one 
additional pothi. 

49. The common phrase used to refer to the Hindu and Semitic scriptural texts in Sikh 
literature is Ved-Kateb, and for Bhai Gurdas the Sikh revelation is distinct from the earlier ones 
enshrined in Hindu and Semitic texts; Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 23: 19, p. 209, and 33: 2, p. 268. 
The background to the Sikhs’ belief in the existence of four sacred books in Judaism, Christian- 
ity, and Islam is manifestly Islamic. The Punjabi word Jambur is the local version of the Arabic 
Zabur used for the Psalms in the Qur'an (sura 4, 161; 17, 57; and 21, 105). The origin of the 
word goes back to Hebrew Zimrah. 

50. This information was given to me by Bibi Agya Kaur, head of the Bhalla family at Pinjore, 
but she was unable to assist me in my attempts to discover more about the whereabouts of the 
Bhallas in Phagwara. Mohan Singh Dewana claims to have seen pothis of this set in 1933, at 
Goindval, and in 1960 at Amritsar, see G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, 
pp. 456-457. Giani Gurdit Singh dismisses this information; see his Itihas Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib, p. 567. The information provided by Dewana about the text of the invocation used in the 
documents he viewed seems to be significant; unlike Giani Gurdit Singh, I am unwilling to 
dismiss lightly Dewana’s claim to have seen the pothis that belonged to the Goindval set. 

51. The folio numbers recorded in the following six gatherings include discrepancies result- 
ing from incorrect folding of the folios at the time of their framing. Pothi at Jalandhar: 14 (folios 
105-113); 19 (folios 147-155); 30 (folios 235-243); 36 (folios 283-291). Pothi at Pinjore: 10 
(folios 73-81). 

In the pothi at Jalandhar, the confusion in the folios resulted from their dislocation. In the 
pothi at Pinjore, the closing verses of the Siddh Gosht and the opening stanzas of the Anand, 
which appear on these folios, run smoothly, but the folio number is entered incorrectly. The 
number of the ninth gathering appears on the bottom corner of the left side of folio 76 (actually 
folio 73), and this is followed by a gathering containing six folios. Folios numbering 78 and 77 
are turned in the reverse direction and have become part of the following gathering. 

52. The pothi at Jalandhar is constructed of thirty-seven gatherings of eight folios each. There 
are, however, ten folios in gathering 18, and two loose folios, which were left over originally 
from the last gathering in the pothi, attached at the end. In my assessment, at the time of the 
framing of the folios and the rebinding of the pothi, the last gathering was misplaced; two folios 
remain at their initial position at the end, three were attached in the rag Basant section, and the 
other three were perhaps lost. In any case, with thirty-seven gatherings and four extra folios, the 
total number of folios of this pothi comes to three hundred. The pothi at Pinjore has twenty- 
eight gatherings and a total of 224 folios. There are discrepancies: in gatherings 10 and 14, 
there are six folios, but the loss of four folios is covered by gatherings 11 and 26, which contain 
ten folios each. The gathering’s numbers have been written with extreme care in the lower right 
corner of the last folio of each gathering. In the pothi at Jalandhar, these numbers appear on the 
left-side page of the following folios: 9, 17, 25, 33, 41, 49, 57, 65, 73, 81, 89, 97, 105, 113, 121, 
129, 137, 147, 155, 163, 171, 179 (some extra folios with hymns in rag Tilang from the last 
gathering have been shifted and attached here, and the number of the twenty-fifth gathering is 
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printed on folio 203). After this the series’ numbering runs correctly: 211, 219, 227, 235, 243, 
251, 259, 267, 275, 283, 291, 298. In the pothi at Pinjore, the gatherings’ number appear on 
the following folios: 9, 17, 25, 33, 41, 49, 57, 65, 76, 79, 89, 97, 105, 111, 119, 127, 135, 143, 
151, 159, 167, 175, 183, 191, 199, 209, 217, 225 (the last halfpage). The number entered on 
folio 76 is a mistake: this is actually folio 73. 

For paper making in this period, see Dard Hunter, Paper Making: The History and Technique 
of an Ancient Craft (1943; rpt. New York: Dover Publications, 1974), pp. 103-109, 178-179, 
and 191-197. 

53. For a discussion of this issue, see my Goindval Pothis: The Earliest Extant Source of the 
Sikh Canon, pp. 31-32, and 196-197. 

54. For a detailed record of the blank folios, see ibid., p. 32 

55. Gursharan Kaur Jaggi, Babe Mohan valian Pothian, p. 44, and Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri 
Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, p. kaka. 

56. Bhai Jodh Singh, “Sri Kartarpur vali Pavitar ‘Adi’ Bir,” in Piar Singh, ed., Bhai Jodh 
Singh Gadd Saurabh, p. 491. Whether Bhai Jodh Singh’s view was based on examination of the 
Kartarpur Pothi itself, or was offered as an impressive explanation that fit well into the tradi- 
tional belief about the slow collection of the hymns of the gurus and their editing by Guru 
Agsjan, cannot now be discerned. One problem, however, becomes immediately evident. Bhai 
Jodh Singh argued that each gathering consisted of eight folios. Why, then, did the actual text 
of the Kartarpur Pothi begin on folio 45? According to Bhai Jodh Singh’s own argument, if five 
gatherings were set aside for a table of contents, then the text should have begun on folio 41; if 
six, then it should have begun on folio 49; see Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, p. 46. It is clear 
that Bhai Jodh Singh’s neat scheme does not conform to the basic structure of the Kartarpur 
Pothi. 

57. The following data show the precise placement of the beginning of each rag section in 
the Goindval Pothis: 


rag First folio Gathering no. Folios in gathering 


PoTH! AT JALANDHAR 


Prabhati folio 63 gathering 8 folios 57-65 
Dhanasri folio 120 gathering 15 folios 113-121 
Basant folio 169 gathering 21 folios 163-171 
Bhairo folio 228 gathering 29 folios 227-235 
Maru folio 277 gathering 35 folios 275-283 
POTHI AT PINJORE 

Sorathi folio 122 gathering 16 folios 119-127 
Malar folio 183 gathering 23 folios 175-183 
Sarang folio 216 gathering 27 folios 209-217 





This leaves no doubt that Bhai Jodh Singh’s explanation of keeping separate gatherings for 
each rag section does not work here. 

58. In the pothi at Jalandhar, this numbering begins with 1 and continues successively to 
29, notation and number being written on the following folios: 9, 18, 27, 38, 45, 54, 70, 79, 
92, 99, 110, 124, 133, 145, 156, 174, 189, 197, 206, 211, 227, 234, 241, 250, 259, 264, 270, 
283, 289. An additional example of the notation numbered 29 was entered on folio 183 but 
was later struck out. This has to do with the initial placement of folio 183 toward the end of the 
pothi, but when the pothi was rebound, it was somehow moved forward. An implied notation 
number 30 is to be assumed at the end of the pothi. In the pothi at Pinjore, this sign is found 
on folios 9, 15, 22, (), 33, 53, 74, 92, 117, 125, 133, 144, 154, 163, 170, 186, 191, 201, 208, 
215, and 224. 
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In the pothi at Jalandhar, the first time this notation appears, it is at the end of Guru Nanak’s 
chaupadas. On the basis of this particular placement, Bawa Prem Singh was misled into believ- 
ing that the sign had been meant to mark the end of the groups of hymns of Guru Nanak. See 
Gursharan Kaur Jaggi, Babe Mohan valian Pothian, p. 15, and Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, 
pp. 99-100. Such an interpretation is not, however, applicable elsewhere in the text. 

59. Under the title of rag Maru in the pothi at Jalandhar, there are only ten hymns by Guru 
Nanak and Guru Amardas, but in the corresponding tag section in the Kartarpur Pothi, seventy- 
six hymns are recorded. In the original writing of the pothi, rag Maru is combined with rag Kedara. 
The principle of combining these two rags appears to have been revised later and in all likelihood 
some hymns were recorded under rag Kedara, but since the text of rag Kedara is not available in 
the extant pothis, we cannot say anything about what was recorded in it. Therefore, reference to 
hymns in rag Maru in the Goindval Pothis is omitted from the following discussion. 

60. Three hymns in the Goindval Pothis, which are absent from the Kartarpur Pothi, in- 
clude two hymns attributed to Guru Nanak, one each in rag Suhi (folios 31-32) and rag Tilang 
(folio 184), and one attributed to Guru Amardas in rag Dhanasri (folio 128). For a detailed 
discussion, see my Goindval Pothis: The Earliest Extant Source of the Sikh Canon, pp. 33-34, 
100-102, and notes, chapter 2, rag Suhi, n. 18, rag Dhanasri, n. 56, and rag Tilang, n. 131. 

61. Five hymns in the Kartarpur Pothi are not present in the corresponding sections in the 
Goindval Pothis. These include two hymns of Guru Nanak in rag Tilang ([hu tanu maia pahia 
piare litra labhi rangae and Ianarie manara kai karehi, M3, AG, 721-722), and three hymns of 
Guru Amardas: one hymn in rag Sarang (Man mere hari kai nami ki vadai, M3, AG, 1233), one in 
rag Malar (Gurmukhi koi virla bujhai jis no nadari karai, M3, AG, 1258), and one in rag Prabhati 
(Mere man guru apana salahe, M3, AG, 1334-1335). For details of changes in rags, see my Goindval 
Pothis: The Earliest Extant Source of the Sikh Canon, Notes, chapter 2, rag Prabhati, nn. 41, 46, 47; 
rag Bhairo, n. 108; rag Ramkali, n. 149; rag Sorathi, n. 161, and rag Malar, n. 177. 

62. See n. 33. 

63. In literature related to Sikh rahit, familial or social relationships with the followers of 
Prithi Chand, Dhirmal, or Ramrai are prohibited. Written reference to this proscription goes 
back to the first decade of the eighteenth century; see Sainapati, Sri Gur Sobha, p. 81. For the 
precise identification of these groups, see W. H. McLeod, Historical Dictionary of Sikhism, 
p. 159. This sentiment still exists within the Sikh community, according to Sikh Rahit Maryada, 
p. 33, 

Instead, a recently surfaced hukamnama of Guru Gobind Singh issued in 1699 suggests that 
the Sikh congregation at Goindval maintained close contact with Anandpur, the center of Sikh 
activities during the last quarter of the seventeenth century. This hukamnama, recorded under 
the signature of Guru Gobind Singh and dated 1699 (Katak 4, Samat 1756), is addressed to the 
Sikh congregation at Goindval. This rare document is in the custody of Bibi Inderjit Kaur, the 
wife of Harbhajan Singh Yogi, at their residence in Albuquerque, New Mexico. I found this 
document during my examination of their archival collection in Albuquerque and Espafola in 
April 1996. 

64. Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, pp. 42-46. 


Chapter 4 


1. These stages are well marked in early sources discussed in chapter 2. 

2. Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 135-173; Pashaura Singh, “An Early Sikh Scrip- 
tural Tradition: The Guru Nanak Dev University Manuscript 1245,” International Journal of 
Punjab Studies 1:2 (1994), pp. 197-222. For a response to their research results, see Balwant 
Singh Dhillon, “Myth of Early Draft of Adi Granth (MS 1245),” in Bachittar Singh Giani, 
ed., Planned Attack on Aad Sri Guru Granth Sahib, pp. 85-107. I was extremely grateful to 
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Vice Chancellor Gurdip Singh Randhawa, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, for provid- 
ing me with a microfilm of this manuscript. 

3. During the controversy that surrounded Pashaura Singh’s doctoral research in 1992-1993, 
the Chawla brothers were subjected to severe pressure to reveal the source of their purchase of 
MS 1245 by people associated with the International Centre of Sikh Studies, Chandigarh. The 
Chawlas succeeded in evading the question, however, by claiming that they bought it along with 
“a few other Miharban manuscripts from Rajasthan”; see Gurnam Kaur and Kharak Singh, 
“Blasphemous Attacks,” in Bachittar Singh Giani, Planned Attack on Aad Sri Guru Granth Sahib, 
p. 51. 

4. A few instances of different handwritings are also available. One unusually curly hand 
inscribed Guru Arjan’s chaupadas 27 to 54 and the opening ashtpadi of Guru Nanak in rag 
Bhairo (folios 1057-1068); the change of hand in the middle of the hymn’s text indicates that 
this writing is part of the original inscription of the manuscript. Elsewhere, the opening verses 
of some of Guru Arjan’s hymns are recorded in the hand of the primary scribe but the text is 
later completed in a different hand; see folios 577, 578, 583, 773, 782, and 789. 

5. The sequence of rag sections in MS 1245 runs as follows: Sri (folios 39-104), Majh 
(folios 105-155), Gauri (folios 157-328), Asa (folios 340-453), Gujri (folios 456-490), 
Devgandhari (493~500), Bihagra (folios 502-519), Vadhans (folios 522-599), Dhanasri (fo- 
lios 561-589), Jaitsri (folios 590-603), Sorathi (folios 604-651), Kalian (folios 652-659), 
Natnaraian (folio 661-669), Todi (folios 670-676), Berari (folios 676-677), Tilang (folios 679- 
684), Gond (folios 685-694), Suhi (folios 697-755), Bilaval (folios 758-815), Ramkali (folios 
817-906), Maligaura (folios 910-914), Maru (916-1020), Kedara (folios 1025-1029), Tukhari 
(folios 1030-1039), Bhairo (folios 1040-1071), Basant (folios 1072-1094), Sarang (folios 1096- 
1148), Malar (folios 1149-1182), Kanra (folios 1183-1207), and Prabhati (folios 1209-1228). 

6. The following hymns of Guru Arjan, which appear in the Kartarpur Pothi and the Adi 
Granth, are not present in MS 1245: 


Gobind Gobind Gobind sangi Namdau manu lina (Asa, AG, 487) 
Tu samrathu sarni ko data... sukhrai (Gujri, AG, 502) 

Thakur hoe api daial (Devgandhari, AG, 532) 

Apune satigur pahi binau kahia (Devgandhari, AG, 533) 

Anath nath prabh hamare (Devgandhari, AG, 533) 

Prabhu ihai manorathu mera (Devgandhari, AG, 533) 

Darsan kau lochai sabhu koi (Suhi, AG, 744-745) 

Mu lalan siau priti bani (Bilaval, AG, 827) 

Ran jhunjhnara gau sakhi hari eku dhiavahu (Ramkali, AG, 927) 
Hari ka namu dhiai kai hohu haria bhai (Basant, AG, 1193) 
Hari ke sangu base hari lok (Sarang, AG, 1253) 

Prabh ko bhagati vachhalu birdaiau (Malar, AG, 1270). 


7. There is some ambivalence regarding the presence of the var of Satta and Balvand in MS 
1245. The var is mentioned in the table of contents, folio 819 but is not present in the main 
text. Piar Singh explains this anomaly by arguing that the table of contents and the main text 
came to the scribe from separate sources; see his Gatha Sri Adi Granth, p. 162. Balwant Singh 
Dhillon interprets the absence of the var as a conscious deletion from the text of MS 1245 in 
his “Myth of Early Draft of Adi Granth (MS 1245),” pp. 88-89. But there is a much simpler 
explanation. According to the table of contents, the var of Satta and Balvand should have fol- 
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lowed Guru Arjan’s var, which finishes on folio 906. But the next four folios (907-910) are 
currently missing from the manuscript, with a new rag section duly beginning on folio 911. 
There is no doubt that the var of Satta and Balvand was originally present on the folios now 
lost. For other examples of missing folios, see n. 22. 

The panegyrics by the Bhats, however, are not available in their entirety. The last section of 
MS 1245 is in extremely preliminary shape, and only an incomplete set of the panegyrics ap- 
pears on folios 1264-1267. For details, see Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 167-168. 

8. Pashaura Singh, “An Early Sikh Scriptural Tradition: The Guru Nanak Dev University 
Manuscript 1245,” p. 202, Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, p. 135, and Balwant Singh Dhillon, 
“Myth of Early Draft of Adi Granth (MS 1245),” pp. 95 and 98. Dhillon argues that the death 
dates of the first five gurus are recorded in the hand of the primary scribe in MS 1245 (folio 
1255), and hence its date of origin has to be later. In my view this entry does not necessarily 
prove that the manuscript was compiled after Guru Arjan’s death. I believe that this entry was 
recorded later and cannot be used in determining the date of this manuscript. 

9. | have slightly modified the translation of the invocation found in John Stratton Hawley 
and Mark Juergensmeyer, Songs of the Saints of India (New York: Oxford University Press, 1988), 
p. 78. 

10. The present structure of the Japji is a string of thirty-eight stanzas with one couplet each 
placed at the beginning and the end. The evolution of this structure is not entirely clear. Early 
Sikh literature refers to the tradition according to which Guru Angad “culled” the thirty-eight 
stanzas of the Japji from the corpus of Guru Nanak’s hymns and then placed them in the present 
sequence; see Janam-Sakhi Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, vol. 2, pp. 249-250. The attribution of the 
two couplets and the time of their connection with the text of the Japji is not entirely clear. For 
debate on this issue, see Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 137-138; Pashaura Singh, “The 
Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” pp: 100-103; and Joginder Singh, Japji de Tike (Jalandhar: 
Hindi Press, 1981), pp. 48-52. 

11. With the exception of two undated manuscripts, the Bahoval Pothi presently at Bhai 
Vir Singh Sahitya Sadan, New Delhi, and a manuscript associated with Bhai Painda, which is 
no longer extant, the rag sequence of the Kartarpur Pothi is reproduced in all the later manu- 
scripts I have examined. For basic information on these two manuscripts, see Piar Singh, Gatha 
Sri Adi Granth, pp. 120-134, and Giani Mahan Singh, “Bahoval vali Pothi Sahib” Khera (March, 
1980). | am grateful to Dr. Mohinder Singh, Director, Bhai Vir Singh Sahitya Sadan, for per- 
mitting me to photograph the Bahoval Pothi. 

12. Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash, p. 204. 

13. For Hariji’s writing, see Raijasbir Singh, Guru Amardas: Srot Pustak, pp. 196-201. 

14. With the exception of $5, the stanzas 32-37 open with the following address: “O my 
tongue, O my body, $5: O my body, O my eyes, O my ears,” respectively. The reasons for the 
introduction of $5 at this particular position are not at all clear. The peculiar placement of this 
stanza has not been addressed in the literature on the Anand. 

15. The arrangement of the couplets in the text of the vars has not been addressed in any 
detail in Sikh literature, although it surfaces briefly in Sahib Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib Darpan, 
vol. 1, pp. 534-535, and Piara Singh Padam, Punjabi Sahitt di Ruprekha (Patiala: Kalam Mandir, 
1971), p. 170. Both scholars attribute the introduction of the couplets into the text of the vars 
of the gurus to Guru Arjan. 

That this new version of the vars was preliminary explains the repetition of couplets at places 
in MS 1245; see Balwant Singh Dhillon, “Myth of Early Draft of Adi Granth (MS 1245)”, 
pp. 102-104. This structure further evolved in the Kartarpur Pothi, as discussed in chapter 6. 

16. Teja Singh, ed., Shabadarth Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, pp. vol. 1, 200, vol. 2, 396, 500, 
618-625, vol. 3, 806, 807, 818, 819, 821, and vol. 4, 1137. See also Surjit Hans, A Reconstruc- 
tion of Sikh History from Sikh Literature, pp. 140, 148, 158, and 170. 
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17. In addition to finishing the hymns (with the exception of numbers 1 and 20) mentioned 
in chapter 6, Guru Arjan composed only a dozen or so more hymns that are present in the 
Kartarpur Pothi. This small size of his poetic creation clearly suggests that the date of MS 1245 
was fairly close to that of the Kartarpur Pothi itself. 

18. Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 169 and 437-438. 

19. For the two manuscripts that do not conform to Kartarpur Pothi, see n. 11. These 
manuscripts, which include the hymns of Guru Arjan, were certainly compiled after the Kartarpur 
Pothi. An explanation for the structural differences between them and the Kartarpur Pothi should 
be found, but the use of these manuscripts by Piar Singh to argue for a loose method of compi- 
lation of the early Sikh texts is not very convincing. 

20. Balwant Singh Dhillon, “Myth of Early Draft of Adi Granth (MS 1245),” pp. 88 and 
96-97. 

21. Pashaura Singh, “An Early Sikh Scriptural Tradition: The Guru Nanak Dev University 
Manuscript 1245,” pp. 206-207. 

22. The text of MS 1245 contains fewer blank folios than those in the Kartarpur Pothi. 
These folios, however, as in the Goindval Pothis, appear toward the end of rag sections and also 
surface at the end of subsections within the large rag sections. A tentative list of the blank folios 
is as follows: 37, 118-120, 183-188, 223-225, 238, 246-253, 322, 329-339, 344, 356, 366- 
367, 454-455, 473-475, 491-492, 501, 520-521, 525-527, 560, 651, 653, 660, 669, 678, 
695-696, 756-757, 763-764, 816, 841-843, 853, 864-866, 887-888, 909-910, 915, 920, 937, 
946-948, 967, 1005, 1006, 1021-1024, 1095, 1133-1135, 1148, 1170, 1202, 1208, 1229- 
1231, and 1256, totaling 101. 

A set of nine folios—156 (rag Majh), 255 (rag Guijri), 651 (rag Sorathi), 669 (rag Natnarain), 
683 (rag Tilang), 907-910 (rag Ramkali)—are missing from the text. Folio 522 is bound at the 
very opening, and folio 670 appears in place of 666. 

23. Guru Arjan’s hymn in rag Basant—Suni sakhi man japi piar. Ajamalu udharia ek bar— 
appears as explicitly in MS 1245 (folio 1094) as in the Kartarpur Pothi (folio 853) and the Adi 
Granth, p. 1192. 

24. The tension regarding these writings may be related to the growing Sikh awareness of 
their distinct communal identity. After all, the guru himself declared emphatically that he would 
not follow the traditions of the Turks and the Hindus: Varat na rahau na maha ramdana (M5, 
AG, 1136). This hymn by Guru Arjan elaborates on the verse of Kabir, Pandit mulan chhade 
dou (AG, 1158). 

25. For a discussion of this issue, see Pashaura Singh, “An Early Sikh Scriptural Tradition: 
The Guru Nanak Dev University Manuscript 1245,” pp. 199-200. 

26. Giani Gurdit Singh claims that he has never seen an early manuscript that lacks the 
hymns of the Bhagats; see his Itihas Sri Guru Granth Sahib, p. 467. 

27. The Sodhi lineage is as follows: Dhirmal, Ram Chand, Paharmal, Bhopaji, Dhanpat, 
Gulab Singh (d. 1806), Sadhu Singh (d. 1861), Jawahar Singh (d. 1882), Naunihal Singh (d. 
1929?), Amarjit Singh (d. 1998), and Karamjit Singh. Amarjit Singh died on November 4, 1998, 
and the dastarbandi of Karamjit Singh was performed on November 15, 1998. The information 
regarding the death of Amarjit Singh and the ascension of Karmjit Singh was given to my Bibi 
Kanwaljit Kaur Sodhi, the mother of the present guru. The custodian of the Sodhi gaddi is 
popularly addressed as Guru Sahib in the Kartarpur area. 

28. Originally the fairs at the seat of this family took place on Vaisakhi and Divali, but at 
some later time the Divali fair was apparently moved to the birth anniversary of Guru Nanak 
(both come in the late fall). The earliest reference to the gatherings of the Sodhi followers ap- 
pears in Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru Kian Sakhian, p. 80. 

29. Piar Singh, Bhai Jodh Singh Gadd Saurabh, pp. 424-425. 

30. Cited in G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, pp. 106-107. 
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31. Giani Avtar Singh, the caretaker of the Kartarpur Pothi, explained to me that the minor 
damage to some folios of the text occurred when the pothi was placed in the waters of the river 
Beas. For other references to the same story, see John Clark Archer, “The Bible of the Sikhs,” 
Panjab Past and Present 11: 1 (1977), pp. 22-31, and C. H. Loehlin, “Textual Criticism of 
Kartarpur Granth,” in Juergensmeyer and Barrier, Sikh Studies: Comparative Perspectives on a 
Changing Tradition, p. 113. 

32. G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, pp. 99-100. This view is sup- 
ported by two other scholars, Gopal Singh, “Adi Granth te usda Prabhav Punjabi Boli te Sahitt 
te,” in Surinder Singh Kohli, ed., Punjabi Sahitt da Itihas, Bhag Pahila, p. 292, and Pashaura 
Singh, “The Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” p. 40. 

33. G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, pp. 167-177. The earliest ref- 
erence to this manuscript appears in Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru kian Sakhian, p. 41. The 
manuscript has historically been kept at the Darbar Sahib Sri Guru Ramrai, Dehra Dun. 

34. Piar Singh, Bhai Jodh Singh Gadd Saurabh, p. 428. 

35. Chaupa Singh, Rahitnama, p. 82; Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan 
Patishahian ka, p. 126; and Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru Kian Sakhian, pp. 82-83. 

36. See Ram Sukh Rao, Sri Fateh Singh Partap Prabhakar, p. 204. It seems Jassa Singh was 
instrumental in bringing the Sodhis closer to the mainstream Sikh community. 

37. On the basis of a note in the Kartarpur Pothi itself, Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha reports 
that the original tax-free land granted to the Kartarpur gaddi in 1598 by the Mughal administra- 
tion under Akbar included 8,946 acres; see his Mahan Kosh, p. 302. Given the time, this grant 
must have come to Guru Arjan. It is not clear to me whether the land granted to Dhirmal in 
1643 exceeded this figure, or whether it was some sort of affirmation of the original grant. For 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s association with the Sodhis, see Sohan Lal Suri, Umda-ut-Tvarikh, daftar 
U, trans. Amarvant Singh, ed. J. S. Grewal and Indu Banga (Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev Uni- 
versity, 1985), p. 70; Umdaut-Tvarikh, daftar II], trans. V. S. Suri, pp. 105, 179, 183, 259, 
315, 347, and 614; Umda-ut-Tuarikh, daftar IV, trans. V. S. Suri (Chandigarh: Punjab Itihas 
Prakashan, 1972), pp. 9-10. 

In these references Suri reports the maharaja’s visits to Kartarpur. In 1806 the maharaja 
bestowed official recognition on Sadhu Singh as the heir of Gulab Singh by declaring him to be 
“the rightful occupant of the temporal and spiritual seat (piri te amiri di gaddi) at Kartarpur.” We 
have testimony that Maharaja sent expensive gifts to the Sodhis upon the birth of Sadhu Singh’s 
son, Jawahar Singh, in 1835, and on a number of other occasions. At the time of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh’s death, Sadhu Singh was given the honor of tying the turban of authority onto the 
head of prince Kharak Singh. All this indicates the respect and honor with which the Sodhis of 
Kartarpur were regarded in the Sikh court at Lahore. 

38. Pashaura Singh, “The Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” pp. 82-83; Daljeet Singh, 
Essay on the Authenticity of Kartarpuri Bir, pp. 8-9; G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian 
Prachin Bian, pp. 250-251. G. B. Singh cites Santokh Singh to support his view that the pothi 
was brought to Lahore but does not read Santokh Singh carefully—in Santokh Singh’s view, the 
pothi remained with the Sodhis as the maharaja did not take it away from them (Kari kripa nahi 
lin su chhin). For the Bauli Sahib gurdwara, see Iqbal Qaiser, Historical Sikh Shrines in Pakistan 
(Lahore: Punjabi History Board, 1998), p. 218. 

39. District and States Gazetteers of the Undivided Punjab, vol. 3, p. 512; and Griffin and 
Massey, Chiefs and Families of Note in the Punjab, p. 167. 

40. Nahar Singh, “Some Documents Regarding Sacred Sikh Relics in England,” Panjab Past 
and Present 8: 2 (1974), pp. 304-315. 

41. Christopher Shackle, Catalogue of the Panjabi and Sindhi Manuscripts in the India Office 
Library (London: India Office Library and Records, 1977), p. 8. A photocopy of this manuscript 
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is now available at the library of Bhai Vir Singh Sahitya Sadan, New Delhi. I am grateful to 
Dr. Mohinder Singh for arranging to make a photocopy of this document for my use. 

42. Griffin and Massey, Chiefs and Families of Note in the Punjab, p. 167. 

43. Gopal Singh, “Adi Granth te usda Prabhav Punjabi Boli te Sahitt te,” p. 295. I exam- 
ined this manuscript during my work at Moti Bagh in 1992. The colophon reads, “Samat 1919 
Chet sudi puran 15, sapuran granth ji likh pahunche,” which places the date of the manuscript at 
1862. 

44. Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha, Mahan Kosh, pp. 304 and 436-437. 

45. The signed note dated May 16, 1957, reads: “The respected bir of Sri Guru Adi Granth 
Sahib Ji is preserved by Shri Basant Singh Rekhi, between October 10, 1956 to October 31, 
1956, and from April 21, 1957 to May 16, 1957.” Two copies of this signed note, one in 
Punjabi and the other in English, are pasted at the beginning and the end of the manuscript, 
respectively. 

46. Only two scholars were permitted to view the pothi between 1960 and 1990. Daljeet 
Singh examined the Kartarpur Pothi briefly with the help of Kuldip Singh Virk of Jalandhar in 
the mid 1980s. As Virk told me, it was a very brief event, and they spent less than twenty min- 
utes with the manuscript. In his Essay on the Authenticity of Kartarpuri Bir, Daljeet Singh essen- 
tially reproduces Bhai Jodh Singh’s work. Pashaura Singh was the second scholar to examine 
the manuscript in 1990, for four hours. In his “Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” he has 
registered some disagreement with Bhai Jodh Singh, particularly on the entry of the chhant in 
vag Ramkali. However, Pashaura Singh takes for granted the originality of the manuscript and 
did not see the need to address the issue of its dating or contents in any detail. 

47. These eleven hymns are as follows: 


. Tun samrathu sarni ko data... sukhrai (rag Gujri, folio 392) 

. Thakur hoi api daial (rag Devgandhari, folio 415) 

. Apune satigur pahi binau kahia (rag Devgandhari, folio 415) 

. Anath nath prabh hamare (rag Devgandhari, folio 415) 

. Prabh ihai manorathu mera (rag Devgandhari, folio 415) 

. Tisu binu duja avaru na koi (rag Suhi, folio 551) 

. Darsan kau lochai sabhi koi (rag Suhi, folio 551) 

. Mu lalan siau priti bani (rag Bilaval, folio 617) 

9. Prabh ko bhagati vachhalu birdiau (rag Malar, folio 891) 

10. Hari ka namu dhiai kai hohu haria bhai (rag Basant, folio 854) 
11. Ranjhunjhara gau sakhi hari ek dhiavahu (rag Ramkali, folio 703) 


AaAIYDNAWN 


With the exception of the opening verse of hymn 6, which appears in MS 1245 (folio 715), 
none of the other hymns are present there. 

Between the writings of MS 1245 and the original inscription of the Kartarpur Pothi in 1604, 
Guru Arjan seems to have completed thirty-five hymns (discussed in the text) and composed two 
new ones in note 6 (1 and 11). Between 1604 and his death in 1606, he composed these eleven 
hymns. 

48. For scholars who do not accept the Kartarpur Pothi as the document prepared during 
Guru Arjan’s time, see Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 174-209, and Gatha Sri Adi Granth 
and the Controversy, pp. 75-115; Piara Singh Padam, Sri Guru Granth Prakash, p. 100; Sant 
Inder Singh Chakarvarti, “Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Biran de Bhed,” in Jeet Singh Sital, ed., 
Gurmat Sahitt (Patiala: Punjab Language Department, 1989), p. 212, Pritam Singh, “Bhai Banno 
Copy of the Sikh Scripture,” Journal of Sikh Studies 11: 2 (1984), p. 99; Giani Gurdit Singh, 
“Adi Bir da Rachna Kal,” Prakash, June 30, 1952; and G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian 
Prachin Biran, pp. 247-273. 
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49. Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, p. 45. For a facsimile of this folio, see 
Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth and the Controversy, p. 90. 

50. Cited in Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, p. 208. 

51. Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, p. 4. 

52. G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, p. 146; Randhir Singh, ed., 
Guru Pranalian (Amritsar: Sikh Itihas Research Board, 1977), pp. 146-147. 

53. Giani Gurdit Singh and Randhir Singh in Punjabi Dunia (Patiala: Punjab Language 
Department, May 1952). 

54. Giani Mahan Singh, Param Pavitar Adi Bir da Sankalna Kal, pp. 5-35. 

55. For details of blank folios, see the relevant entries in Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Bir 
de Darshan. 

56. Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, p. haha. 

57. This information appears in a letter written by Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha published in 
Panth Sevak, December 12, 1918. For the text of the letter, see Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri 
Bir de Darshan, pp. uta-era. 

58. Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, p. iri. 

59. Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, p. 452. 

60. Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, p. 122. 

61. Ibid., p. 4. 

62. Pashaura Singh, “The Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” pp. 36-37. It is not possible 
to accept Pashaura Singh’s argument that this particular entry was inserted into the pothi after 
its original inscription, nor his view that someone tried to add the Singhladip ki Shivnabh Raje ki 
Bidhi to the pothi by entering it first in the table of contents. 

63. See nn. 41 and 43. 

64. In one of our conversations, Giani Gurdit Singh told me that Pandit Kartar Singh Dakha 
spoke to him about the rebinding of the pothi and removing some folios from it. 

65. Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpur Bir de Darshan, pp. 121-122. 

66. See n. 48. 

67. Piar Singh, ed., Bhai Jodh Singh Gadd Saurabh, pp. 412-496. 

68. The SGPC has resolved in 1936 that the ceremonial reading of the Adi Granth should 
be deemed complete at the Mundavani couplet of Guru Arjan; see Shamsher Singh Ashok, 
Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak da Punjah Sala Itihas (Amritsar: Sikh Itihas Research Board, 
1982), p. 228. Later this position was revised and a provision was added to include the recita- 
tion of the Ragmala; see Sikh Rahit Maryada, p. 18. 

69. The twenty-one compositions attributed to the gurus (three to Guru Nanak; four to Guru 
Amardas, and fourteen to Guru Arjan) which appear in the Goindval Pothis and MS 1245 but 
are absent from the Kartarpur Pothi and the later manuscripts are as follows: 


THr Goinpvat Potuis 
Kari lalach manu lobhana kiau kari chhutiai ji (rag Suhi, Mahala 1, folios 31-33). 
Alah ek qarimu qudrati sachu qadaru paqu (rag Tilang, Mahala 1, folio 184) 


Kamu karodh maia madu mithe dal badal jiau uni virahe (rag Suhi, Mahala 3, folio 
128) 


MS 1245 

Jina hari hirdai hari namu na bhaia (rag Asa, Mahala 1, folio 408) 

Bharmi bhuli mere babola tu me sachu bujhai (rag Sri, Mahala 3, folios 102-104) 
Khare khote api kitianu gurmukhi sojhi pai (rag Asa, Mahala 3, folio 414) 

Utamu jogu girahu hai jogi gurmati vicharai (rag Ramkali, Mahala 3, folio 852) 
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Sagale rogu mitae merai satiguri oukhadu hari ka nam laia (rag Asa, Mahala 5, folio 


398) 

Satiguri purai kadhi mari (rag Asa, Mahala 5, folio 398) 

Oni mili bhupati jai charaia (rag Asa, Mahala 5, folios 398-399). 

Ramdaspuri jab ae ta anand mangal sukh pae (rag Sorathi, Mahala 5, folio 635) 
Santan ka sahibu sabh upari onu ko-na pahuchanhara (rag Sorathi, Mahala 5, folio 635) 
Nirmala sukh riti suami nirmala sukh riti (rag Tilang, Mahala 5, folio 684) 
Karan kravanharu bidhata (rag Ramkali, Mahala 5, folio 839) 

Ape dinau apiau (rag Ramkali, Mahala 5, folio 839) 

Agam agochar gurmukhi dhiaia (rag Maru, Mahala 5, folio 1002 

Hari ke charanu niti namaskaru (rag Kedara, Mahala 5, folio 1029) 

Hari ke log sada gun gavahi (rag Bhairo, Mahala 5, folio 1065) 

Sarani pare prabhu karanhar (rag Basant, Mahala 5, folios 1087-1088) 

Prabh mere bedhe darasi tumari (rag Malar, Mahala 5, folio 1165) 

Ram bina jete ras kite (rag Malar, Mahala 5, folio 1165) 


For a complete text of these compositions, see my Goindval Pothis: The Earliest Extant Source 
of the Sikh Canon, pp. 100-102, and “ The Making of Sikh Scripture” (Ph.D. diss., Columbia 
University, 1993), pp. 280-313. 

70. This distinction between the Kartarpur Pothi and the Adi Granth is absent from Bhai 
Jodh Singh’s angry critique of G. B. Singh’s evaluation of the Kartarpur Pothi; see Piar Singh, 
ed., Bhai Jodh Singh Gadd Saurabh, pp. 415 and 486. The same situation is at the basis of 
Daljeet Singh’s Essay on the Authenticity of Kartarpuri Bir. As the argument unfolds, Daljeet 
Singh’s strong perception that scholars who question the authenticity of the pothi have ulterior 
motives of attacking the Sikh faith becomes amply clear. 


Chapter 5 


1. Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash, pp. 372-373, and Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama 
Dasan Patishahian ka, pp. 126-127. 

2. Dekh prasan satigur bhaai sahi sahi likh din (Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash, p. 373). 

3. Sri Gurbilas Patishahi 6, p. 89-90, and Santokh Singh, Sri Gurpratap Suraj Granth, vol. 
6, pp. 2136-2140. 

4. Tara Singh Narotam, Gurmat Nirnai Sagar (Rawalpindi: Rai Bahadur Buta Singh, 1877), 
p. 355. 

5. Giani Gian Singh, Tvarikh Guru Khalsa, vol. 1, p. 420. 

6. Charan Singh, Sri Guru Granth Bani Biaura, pp. 3-4. 

7. In the opening decades of the twentieth century, the debate around the Adi Granth was 
dominated by scholars who supported the Ragmala as part of the original text, and since the 
Ragmala was absent from this branch of manuscripts, no effort was made to incorporate them 
into the discussion. For a description of early manuscripts of this branch, see G. B. Singh, Sri 
Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Bian, pp. 108-121, and Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, 
pp. 442-445. 

8. Sahib Singh, Adi Bir bare, pp. 127-147 and 155-159. 

9. Pashaura Singh, “The Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” pp. 68-78. 

10. Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 439-447. 
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11. Ibid., pp. 475-489. 

12. The manuscript prepared in 1610 was present in the Sikh Reference Library, Amritsar, 
until 1984. It was used extensively by Randhir Singh and others in their study of the variants in 
the seventeenth-century manuscripts; see Randhir Singh, et al., eds., Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian 
SanthaSainchian ate Puratan Hath Likhit Pavan Biran de Praspar Path-Bhedan di Suchi, p. 820. 
Reference to manuscripts prepared in 1605, 1637, 1640, and 1641 appear in colophons copied 
in later seventeenth-century manuscripts; see also Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 224, 
227, and 256. 

13. MS 21 is a rare manuscript that I stumbled on in Gurdwara Bal Lila, Maini Sangat, 
Patna, which is under the control of Nirmala Akhara, Kankhal. Structurally, this manuscript 
conforms to MS 1245, since the table of contents appears alongside each rag section. The hymns 
of the Bhagats are recorded separately and appended at the end. I was grateful to Mahant Giandev 
Singh for permitting me to photograph this important document. 

For a discussion of manuscript number 14, see G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian 
Prachin Biran, pp. 304-305. This is an interesting manuscript with table of contents attached 
to some rag sections. The sequence of compositions in the final section is enigmatic and does 
not conform to either of the other two branches. I plan to write a separate essay describing these 
two documents in detail. 

14. Pashaura Singh is the only scholar who claims to have found two undated copies of the 
Kartarpur Pothi; see his “The Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” pp. 23 and 35-40. While 
registering the substantive differences between the Kartarpur Pothi and its supposed copies, he 
argues that these two documents were originally true copies of the Kartarpur Pothi but their 
contents were later expanded to conform them to the Kanpur Pothi. 

15. Sahib Singh, Adi Bir bare, p. 155. 

16. Harbhajan Singh, Gurbani Sampadan Nirnai, pp. 219-220. 

17. Giani Gurdit Singh, Itihas Sri Guru Granth Sahib, p. 456, and Piar Singh, Gatha Sri 
Adi Granth, p. 1. 

18. Sant Inder Singh Chakarvarti, “Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Biran de Bhed,” p. 212, 
and Pritam Singh, “Bhai Banno Copy of the Sikh Scripture,” p. 99. 

19, For the tradition of the maharaja’s visit, see G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian 
Prachin Bian, pp. 108-109. The maharaja was in the area in 1813 and 1818, though it is not 
clear to me when he visited the Bhallas and bestowed upon the manuscript this large grant. See 
Sohan Lal Suri, Umdatut-Tvarikh, daftar Il, pp. 173 and 286. 

20. Charan Singh, Sri Guru Granth Bani Biaura, pp. 3-4, and Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi 
Granth, pp. 442-443. 

21. The original text of the Amritsar Pothi ends with the colophon. The compositions that 
appear in the closing section of the Kartarpur Pothi were inscribed later in a different hand, and 
there is no reference to their presence in the table of contents. 

22. As mentioned, above Guru Arjan’s var in rag Basant is appended at the end of the 
Amritsar Pothi. 

23. Piar Singh takes this as evidence for his contention that the Kartarpur Pothi and the 
Amritsar Pothis represented only two distinct lines among many others created at that time; see 
his Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 442-43. 

24. Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, pp. 97, 110, and 106. 

25. Ibid., pp. 73, 82, and 83. 

26. Pashaura Singh suggests that the absence of the reference to the tunes of the vars re- 
sulted from the Mughal pressure on the Sikhs; see his “The Text and Meaning of the Adi 
Granth,” pp. 63-67. In his view the tunes were introduced by the gurus to infuse the Sikh 
community with the spirit of heroism, a feature not considered welcome by the Mughal ad- 
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ministration. In the Amritsar Pothi, references to the tunes do appear in the titles of five vars, 
and the argument that they were removed from the remaining four under external pressure is 
difficult to accept. 

27. The differences in the structure of the table of contents in the two texts is clear. First, 
while in the Kartarpur Pothi the table of rags is in two sections, the Amritsar Pothi does not 
have the second section. Second, in the Kartarpur Pothi we see only the sporadic use of the 
invocation at the opening of a new segment; the Amritsar Pothi follows this format more 
consistently. 

28. For example, the opening couplet of Guru Nanak’s Japji later appears under Guru Arjan’s 
name in his Sukhmani; the concluding couplet of Guru Nanak’s Japji appears under Guru Angad’s 
name in Majh ki Var Mahala 1; another couplet that appears under Guru Angad’s name in 
Majh ki Var Mahala 1 is attributed to Guru Nanak in Shalok Sahaskriti. For the continuation of 
these discrepancies in the manuscripts of branch 1, see MS 1084, folios 1 and 106; 18 and 65; 
and 66 and 431, respectively 

29. G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, p. 111. 

30. Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, p. 257. 

31. The sequence of the compositions toward the end of MS 1229 corresponds completely 
with the Kartarpur Pothi. 

32. | have come across only one later manuscript of this branch, dated 1705 and currently 
in the custody of Anurag Singh, E462 Bhai Randhir Singh Nagar, Ludhiana; see Piar Singh, 
Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 367-372. Pashaura Singh, however, claims that this tradition contin- 
ued to enjoy popularity in some sections of the Panth right up to the beginning of the nine- 
teenth century but refers only to a single manuscript of this branch “prepared in early nine- 
teenth century:” see his “Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” p. 67. 

33. Giani Rajinder Singh Bal, Bhai Banno Darpan ate Khare vali Biy (Jalandhar: Central 
Town, 1989), p. 27. 

34. Sardar Nahar Singh, “Some Documents regarding Sacred Sikh Relics in England,” p. 306. 

35. Pritam Singh, “Bhai Banno’s Copy of the Sikh Scripture,” p. 100. 

36. Bhai Gurdas, Varan, pp. 136-142, and Fauja Singh, Guru Amardas: Life and Teaching, 
pp. 125-126. 

37. Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, pp. 45 and 86; Pritam Singh, “Bhai 
Banno’s Copy of the Sikh Scripture,” p. 102. There may even be a tradition of a two-volume 
Sikh text. The Central Sikh Museum, Amritsar, holds a manuscript that begins with rag Suhi 
and includes the second half of the Kartarpur Pothi; see Album Central Sikh Museum, rev. ed. 
(Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, 1996), p. 100. 

38. Sahib Singh, Adi Bir bare, pp. 153-159. See also Davinder Singh Vidayarthi, “Guru 
Nanak Dev te Kacchi bani di Samasaya,” in Pritam Singh, ed., Pahili Patishahi, Sri Guru Nanak 
Dev (Ludhiana: Punjabi Sahitt Academy, 1969), pp. 315-326. 

39. Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Biz de Darshan, pp. 83, 97, and 113. 

40. Pashaura Singh, “The Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” p. 74, 137-38. See also 
Giani Badan Singh, Adi Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji Satik, vol 3, p. 1906, and Teja Singh, ed., 
Shabadarth Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, vol. 3, p. 927. 

41. G. B. Singh refers to a manuscript extant until the time of the partition in village Vasu, 
in the vicinity of Khara Mangat, which included the hymns of Surdas; see his Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib dian Prachin Biran, pp. 154-160. Prepared in the same geographical area, in all likeli- 
hood it was a copy of the Kanpur Pothi. 

42. Sarup Singh Koushish, Guru kian Sakhian, p. 41; see G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib dian Prachin Biyan, pp. 167-177. I am very grateful to Mahant Indreshcharandas for his 
warm hospitality during my visits to the dehra in 1997 and 1999. 
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43. A note in MS 1192 reads, Ih darshan naven patashah ji di hazuri vich hazar ho ke prapat 
kite gae Samat 1731 bikrami punia Jethe di samet sangat de. Both the Amritsar Pothi and MS 
115338, two early manuscripts of branch 1, contain the invocations recorded in the hand of the 
gurus. 

44. Chaupa Singh, Rahit-nama, p. 82. See also Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru kian Sakhian, 
pp. 82-83. 

45. Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, pp. 126-127. 

46. Giani Gian Singh, Tvarikh Guru Khalsa, vol. 1, pp. 1084-1085. During his stay at 
Damdama, Bhatinda, Guru Gobind Singh seems to have initiated the compilation of manu- 
scripts of Sikh literature, including that of the Adi Granth. In later sources, the activity of refur- 
bishing the lost literature in the battle at Anandpur seems to have become confused with the 
original making of the Adi Granth at this time. 

47. For the earliest manuscripts of the Adi Granth, see Harbhajan Singh, Gurbani Sampadan 
Nirnai, pp. 95-96 and 219; and Swami Harnamdas Udasi, Adi Shri Guru Granth Sahib dian 
Puratani Biyan te Vichar, vol. 2, p. 76. Piar Singh refers to two other manuscripts of the Adi 
Granth prepared in this period; see his “Giani Gurdit Singh Ji di Khuli Chithi da Khula Javab,” 
Punjabi Tribune, Feb. 14, 1993. See also Khushwant Singh, A History of the Sikhs, vol. 1 (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1984), p. 93. 

48. G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, pp. 76 and 215-234. 

49. MS 1192 was acquired by the Panjab University from the Chawla brothers of Amritsar 
in the mid 1960s. 

50. Piar Singh has completely missed the importance of this manuscript; see his Gatha Sri 
Adi Granth, pp. 305-308. 

51. This situation is very different from Patna, where the seventeenth-century manuscripts 
continued to be copied and are available in large numbers in the local archives. 


Chapter 6 


1. Charan Singh, Sri Guru Granth Bani Biaura. 

2. Mohinder Kaur Gill, Guru Granth Sahib di Sampadan Kala (Delhi: Rabi Prakashan, 1974), 
and Joginder Singh Talwara, Bani Biaura, Bhag 1 (Amritsar: Singh Brothers, 1992). 

3, See W. H. McLeod, The Evolution of the Sikh Community, pp. 70-74; W. Owen Cole 
and Piara Singh Sambhi, The Sikhs: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices, pp. 212-217, Harbhajan 
Singh, Gurbani Sampadan Nirnai, pp. 40-80; Piara Singh Padam, Sri Guru Granth Prakash, 
pp. 266-322; and Sahib Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib Darpan, vol. 1, pp. 7-19. 

4. It seems very hard for scholars to come out of the traditional mindset of attributing the 
organization of Sikh scripture exclusively to Guru Arjan; see Surinder Singh Kohli, Sikhism and 
Guru Granth Sahib (Delhi: National Book Shop, 1990), pp. 101-112, and Pashaura Singh, 
“The Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” pp. 17-18. 

5. Pritam Singh, “Keertana and the Sikhs,” Journal of Sikh Studies 3:2 (1976), pp. 182- 
183. Pritam Singh offers fifteen references to establish the importance of kirtan in the Adi Granth, 
but with the exception of one verse of Guru Amardas appearing in rag Basant, all others are 
from the hymns of Guru Arjan. These appear in the Adi Granth, pp. 178, 213, 289, 297, 624, 
747, 818, 867, 926, 962, 979, 1000, and 1085. For more references, see pp. 827, 893, and 
1357. 

6. In the stories recorded in the janam-sakhi literature, Guru Nanak used kirtan as a me 
dium to convey the divine message and make people change their worldly ways. Mardana plays 
on a rebec while Guru Nanak sings. For some typical stories, see Kirpal Singh, ed., Janam-Sakhi 
Prampra, pp. 27-28, 41, 43, and 63. 

7. See W. H. McLeod, Historical Dictionary of Sikhism, p. 48 and 135. 
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8. Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 11: 16, p. 137, 11: 18, p. 138, and 1: 27, p. 70. 

9. See Harold Coward, Sacred Word and Sacred Text (New York: Orbis Books, 1988), p. 134. 
Coward writes: “The written word fulfills the same function as that of the musical score in re- 
lation to the performed music. Just as the written music has no value until it is performed, the 
written text of the Adi Granth has spiritual power only as it is sung.” 

10. This understanding can be achieved by reflecting on the words of the guru (Sikhi sikhia 
gur vichari, M1, AG, 465), which in itself is a sign of divine grace (Bani biralau bicharsi je ko 
gurmukhi hoe, M1, AG, 935). In his Japji, Guru Nanak presents the realm of knowledge (gian 
khand) as the foundation for any spiritual progress. He is emphatic that only a seeker of truth is 
saved (Khoji upajai, M1, AG, 1255), and his conception of this search is not purely mystical but 
includes a strong dimension of rational understanding (akal). Guru Nanak writes: 


Akali eh na akhiai akali gavaiai badi. 
Akali sahibu seviai akali paiai manu. 
Akali pari kai bijhiai akali kichai danu. 
Nanaku akhai rahu ehu hori galan saitanu. (M1, AG, 1245) 


11. ©. C. Gangoly, Ragas and Raginis (Bombay: Nalanda Publications, 1935), pp. 96-104. 

12. For official maryada of the Darbar Sahib, see World Sikh Meet-1995 (Amritsar: Shiromani 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, 1995), pp. 23-24. 

13. The following are the direct references to rags appearing in the hymns of Guru Amardas 


in the Adi Granth: 


Raga vichi Sri ragu hai je sachi dhare piaru. 

Sada hari sachu mani vasai nihchal mati aparu. (AG, 83) 

Gauri ragi sulakhani je khasmai chiti karae. 

Bhanai chalai satiguru kai aisa sigaru karae. (AG, 311) 

Gujri jati gavari ja sahu pae apana. 

Gur kai sabadi vichari andinu hari japu japana. (AG, 516) 
Sabad tate Vadhans hai sachu nami urdhari. 

Sachu sangarhahe sad sachi rahahe sachai nami piari. (AG, 585) 
Suhavie nimanie so sahu sada samali. 

Nanak janamu savarahe apana kulu bhi chhuti nali. (AG, 785) 
Bilavalu taba hi kijiae jabu mukhi hove namu. 

Rag nad sabadi sohane ja lagai sahaji dhianu. (AG, 849) 

Bilaval karihu tum piariho ekasu siu liva lae.... 

Sada bilaval anandu hai je chalahi satiguru bhae. (AG, 849) 
Ramkali ramu mani vasia ta bania sigara. 

Gura kai sabadi kamalu bigasia ta saupia bhagati bhandaru. (AG, 950) 
Kedara raga vichi janiai bhai sabade kare piaru. 

Sata sangati siau milado rahai sache dhare piaru. (AG, 1087) 
Tina Basantu jo hari gun gae. Pure bhaga hari bhagati karae. 


Isa mana kau Basant ki lagai na soi. Ihu manu jalia dujai doi. (AG, 1176) 
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Malaru sital ragu hai hari dhiaiai santi hohi. (AG, 1283) 
Dhanasri dhanvanti janiai bhai jan satigur ki kar kamae. (AG, 1419) 


14. Parashuram Chaturvedi, Kabir Sahitya ki Parakh (Allahabad: Bharati Bhandar, 1964), 
pp. 280-290, and John Stratton Hawley, “The Music in Faith and Morality,” Journal of Ameri- 
can Academy of Religions 52: 2 (1984), pp. 243-262. 

15. Winand M. Callewaert and Mukund Lath, eds., The Hindi Padavali of Namdev (Delhi: 
Motilal Banarsidass, 1989), pp. 58-60. 

16. O. C. Gangoly, Ragas and Raginis, p. 26, and Swami Prajnanananda, A Historical Study 
of Indian Music (Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal, 1981), pp. 13-14. 

17. Winand M. Callewaert and Mukund Lath, eds., The Hindi Padavali of Namdev, p. 55. 

18. Gopal Narayan Bahura, ed., The Padas of Surdas Jaipur: Maharaja Sawai Man Singh II 
Museum Trust, 1982). The latter part of the manuscript contains the following rag sections: 
Bilaval (folios 111-122), Asavari (folios 122-127), Dhanasri (folios 127-140), Gujri (folios 140- 
144), Gauri (folios 144- 152), Kalayan (folios 152-154), Kanara (folios 154-158), and Kedara 
with one hymn in rag Malar at the beginning and two at the end (folios 158-163). For reference 
to the Panchavani manuscripts, see Karine Schomer, “Kabir in Guru Granth Sahib,” in Mark 
Juergensmeyer and N. Gerald Barrier, eds., Sikh Studies: Comparative Perspectives on a Changing 
Tradition, p. 76. Schomer traces the origin of these manuscripts to the last quarter of the six- 
teenth century. See also W. M. Callewaert and Mukund Lath, eds., The Hindi Padavali of Namdev, 
pp. 99-101; W. M. Callewaert and Bart Op de Beeck, eds., Devotional Hindi Literature (New 
Delhi: Manohar, 1991), vol. 1, pp. 201-270 (with the exception of pages 481-487 and 547- 
584, the rag assignments are not mentioned in this text). 

19. This distinction appeared for the first time in Narada’s Sangitamakaranda (eleventh 
century) and became popular during medieval times; see O. C. Gangoly, Ragas and Raginis, 
pp. 21-23. 

20. Narada’s Sangit-makaranda is the first written source that refers to an elaborate system of 
associating rags with seasons and times of day. This system achieved a great degree of popularity 
in north India. There were alternative schemes of relations between different rags and times; see 
©. C. Gangoly, Ragas and Raginis, pp. 80-87. Gangoly refers to several sources dealing with 
this issue: Sangitmakaranda, Sangit-ratnakara, Ragatarangani (fourteenth century), and Pundarika 
Vitthal’s Ragmala and Sad-raga-chandrodaya (sixteenth century). 

21. Other titles in the Goindval Pothis that indicate this distinction are the following: Suhi 
Guru Babe di, Prabhati Babe di, Dhanasvri Babe di, Ramkali Kabire ki, and Sorathi Babe Patishahu 
ki (feminine forms); and Basant Babe Patishahu da, Bhairo Guru Babe da, Maru Babe Patishahu 
ka, Tilang Guru Babe da bolana, Malar Babe Patishahu da (masculine forms). The word ragini is 
not used by the gurus and appears only once in the main body of the Adi Granth, 654, in a 
verse of Kabir in rag Sorathi: Rag ragini dimbh hoe betha uni hari pahi kia lina. 

22. In the interest of separating rags from raginis, I have altered the sequence of rags of this 
pothi from that given in the Tvarikh Guru Khalsa: Sri, Asa, Gauri, Vadhans, It is difficult to say 
whether the pothi seen by Giani Gian Singh actually had the arrangement outlined in his ac- 
count or whether his editors conformed the sequence to that available in the Adi Granth. The 
original manuscript of Giani Gian Singh’s text might shed light on this point. 1 examined one 
such manuscript in Moti Bagh, Patiala, in January 1990, but because I did not yet know of this 
complication, I could not clarify it. 

23. There are two exceptions to this layout of the rags in the Goindval Pothis. Guru Nanak 
also composed hymns in rag Tilang, which does not fit into this pairing of the rags and vaginis. 
It includes a small set of hymns originally written on the last folios of the Goindval Pothi at 
Jalandhar and seems not to have been a part of the larger design of the Goindval Pothis. In my 
view, rag Tilang was also a favorite rag of Sufi poets, and hymns in this rag were appended in 
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the pothi beginning with rag Suhi. In addition, the pothi that Giani Gian Singh examined con- 
tained the section on rag Kanra which does not fit into our neat scheme. Like the brief section 
on rag Tilang, the section on rag Kanta included a single hymn of Namdev. Neither Guru Nanak 
nor Guru Amardas composed in this rag. 

24. For a summary of his observations, see O. C. Gangoly, Ragas and Raginis, pp. 86-87. 

25. With the exception of rag Sorathi, rag Vadhans, and rag Majh, which should have been 
in the Goindval Pothis and do not appear in Vitthal’s scheme (see O. C. Gangoly, Ragas and 
Raginis, pp. 86-87), rag time relationship accounts for the groupings of other rags in these pothis. 

26. O. C. Gangoly, Ragas and Raginis, p. 91. 

27. Taran Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib ji da Sahitak Itihas (Amritsar: Fakir Singh and Sons, 
1963?), pp. 76-77. See also his “Sri Guru Granth Sahib vich Kavita te Rag da Sambandh,” in 
M. S. Randhawa Abhinandan Granth, pp. 68-71. Taran Singh believes that the metaphor of the 
bride dressed in red preparing to meet her lord, which is a common Sufi image, resulted in the 
Sufi affection for rag Suhi. 

28. Teja Singh, ed., Shabadarth Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, vol. 3, p. 876. 

29. Ibid., vol. 1, p. 14; Charan Singh, Sri Guru Granth Bani Biaura, pp. 21-22. 

30. Surinder Singh Kohli, A Critical Study of Adi Granth, p. 112. 

31. Pritam Singh, “Keertana and the Sikhs,” pp. 182-183. 

32. Pashaura Singh, “The Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” pp. 197-198. 

33. Jasbir Singh Sabar, “Gurbani Sangit Sanketan te Sirlekhan da Gurmat Sangit vich 
Mahattav” (unpublished paper presented at Patiala: Punjabi University, summer 1991). 

34. I have examined these folios in the Kartarpur Pothi myself; see also Bhai Jodh Singh, 
Sri Kartarpuri Bix de Darshan, pp. 45 and 87. Pritam Singh does not give the precise location of 
the decorated folio but mentions its presence “in the center;” see his “Bhai Banno Copy of the 
Sikh Scripture,” p. 102. 

35. Bhai Jodh Singh reproduces this entry without any comment on its significance; see his 
Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, p. 4. It needs to be pointed out that in this entry rag Natnarain 
is recorded as Nat, and rag Prabhati is noted as Bibhas-Prabhati. For a facsimile of this folio, see 
Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth and the Controversy, p. 95. 

36. Pritam Singh, “Keertana and the Sikhs,” p. 182. 

37. Having failed to work out the relationship of rags in these eight groups with seasons or 
times of the day, I attempted to analyze them on the basis of the sur guru (the primary tone), 
taking the technical information from Charan Singh’s Sri Guru Granth Bani Biaura, pp. 51- 
81. The eight groups mentioned in the entry translate in terms of the primary tone as follows: 
(1) kharaj, (2) dhevat, (3) nikhadh, (4) kharaj, (5) pancham, (6) kharaj, (7) dhevat, (8) kharaj/ 
nikhadh. Raja Mrigendra Singh, a prominent scholar and musician, was not convinced that the 
sur guru was the rationale behind the grouping of these rags, but he himself could not come up 
with a more appropriate explanation for this eightfold division of rags of the Kartarpur Pothi. 

38. Frederic Pincott, “The Arrangement of the Hymns of the Adi Granth,” Journal of Royal 
Asiatic Society 18 (1878), p. 440. 

39. A few late-seventeenth-century manuscripts have come to my notice in which rag Jaijavanti 
appears between rag Jaitsri and rag Todi in some cases, and between rag Sorathi and rag Dhanasti 
in others. 

40. Mohinder Kaur Gill Guru Granth Sahib di Sampadan Kala contains the most compre- 
hensive analysis of this issue. 

41. See relevant entries in Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, pp. 7-42. 

42. The problems remain and at points all the hymns by one author still do not constitute a 
single group. For example, in the section on rag Maru in the Kartarpur Pothi (folios 809-810), 
sixteen hymns of the Bhagats appear as follows: Kabir (1-10), Namdev (11), Kabir (12), Jaidev (13), 
Kabir (14), and Ravidas (15-16). This sequence continues in the Adi Granth, folios 1105-1106. 
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43. To my knowledge, MS 1084 is the earliest manuscript containing a table of contents 
with the opening verse of each hymn of the Bhagats duly recorded in it. 

44. For the workings of this system, see my Goindval Pothis: The Earliest Extant Source of the 
Sikh Canon, pp. 54-57. 

45. This double refrain appears in rag Ramkali in the hymn that begins Jit dari vasahi kavanu 
daru kahie (folio 3). There is no authoritative answer as to how to deal with hymns with more 
than one refrain; each individual singer seems to choose one of these to begin his singing. 

46. Mohinder Kaur Gill, Guru Granth Sahib di Sampadan Kala, pp. 96-102. 

47, This usage is common among the Rajasthani manuscripts; see Gopal Narayan Bahurda, 
ed., The Padas of Surdas, pp. 176-177. 

48, In the Kartarpur Pothi, there are more elaborate titles for some hymns. For example, the 
titles Kuchaji and Suchaji assigned to two hymns by Guru Nanak in rag Suhi (AG, 762) do not 
appear in the text of the Goindval Pothis. 

49. For an earlier version of Guru Nanak’s var in rag Malar, and rag Majh, see Janam-Sakhi 
Sti Guru Nanak Dev Ji, vol. 2, pp. 486-507. For other contemporary examples in this genre, 
see the var of Satta and Balvand (AG, pp. 966-968), Bhai Gurdas, Varan, and Piara Singh 
Padam, ed., Punjabi Varan (Patiala: Kalam Mandir, 1980). Why Guru Arjan decided to do this 
is not clear. For a discussion of this issue in relation to MS 1245, see chapter 4. 

50. See Bhai Jodh Singh’s Sri Kartarpuri Bir de Darshan, pp. 62, 73, 76, 78, 80, 83, 105, 
and 115. 

51. For a brief discussion, see Piara Singh Padam, Sri Guru Granth Prakash, pp. 210-212. 

52. Nirmala scholars immersed in Sanskrit learning regarded the Adi Granth as the fifth 
Veda but never took any interest in analyzing its structural affinity with that of the Veda. 

53. Frederic Pincott, “The Arrangement of the Hymns of the Adi Granth,” p. 439. 

54. For the text of the Veda, see Barend A. van Nooten and Gary B. Holland, eds., Rig 
Veda, Harvard Oriental Series (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1994). 

55. For Islamic bookmaking, see Gulnar K. Bosch, John Carswell, and Guy Petherbridge, 
Islamic Bindings and Book Making (Chicago: Oriental Institute, University of Chicago, 1981), 
pp. 45-47, and Jeremiah P. Losty, The Art of the Book in India (London: British Library, 1982). 

56. An examination of The Padas of Surdas does not indicate any inclination on the part of 
the scribe to embellish the text or decorate the margins. Among the Hindus, folios tended to be 
collected and pressed together between two pieces of cardboard or wood. This type of binding 
can be seen even today in the making of account books (vahis). 

57. | have borrowed this interpretation from Teja Singh. See Pritam Singh, ed., Sikh Con- 
cept of the Divine, p. 21. See also chapter 3, n. 20. 

58. Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 23: 19, p. 209. 


Chapter 7 


1. For some of the studies on these saints, see Charlotte Vaudeville, A Weaver Named Kabir 
(Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1993); Nirmal Dass, Songs of Kabir from the Adi Granth (Albany: 
State University of New York Press, 1992); and Parashuram Chaturvedi, Kabir Sahitya ki Parakh, 
p. 315; Winand M. Callewaert and Mukund Lath, eds., The Hindi Padavali of Namdev pp. 315- 
316; Nirbhai Singh, Bhagat Namadeva in the Guru Grantha (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1981); 
Bhagirath Mishra, ed., Sant Namdev ki Hindi Padavali (Pune: Pune University, 1964); Winand M. 
Callewaert and Peter G. Friedlander, The Life and Works of Raidas (New Delhi: Manohar, 1992); 
and Darshan Singh, A Study of Bhakta Ravidasa (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1981). 

2. See Giani Gurdit Singh, Itihas Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Pashaura Singh, “Sikh SelfDefinition 
and the Bhagat Bani” (M. A. diss., University of Calgary, 1987); Sahib Singh, Bhagat Bani Satik 
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(Amritsar: Singh Brothers, 1974); Bhai Jodh Singh, Bhagat Bani Satik (Ludhiana: Lahore Book Shop, 
1957); and Tara Singh Narotam, Bhagat Bani Satik (Lahore: Munshi Gulab Singh, 1907). 


3. The relevant verses read: 


Iha sabh sant mo pe the ae. Ham sabhan suna tum granth banae. 
Hamari bani taha likhije. Nikat asan ham ko bhi dije.... 
Sabh santan bani granth likhai. Jese khat par pare gavahi. (Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash, 
p. 371) 
4. Sikhan di Bhagatmala, pp. 122-123. 
5. See Sri Gurbilas Patishahi 6, ed. Inder Singh Gill, p. 76; Santokh Singh, Sri Gurpratap 
Suraj Granth, vol. 6, pp. 2085-2095, and Giani Gian Singh, Tvarikh Guru Khalsa, vol. 1, p. 419. 
6. Tara Singh Narotam, Bhagat Bani Satik, pp. 1-3. 
7. Namdev sang Sadhna Sen avar Trilochan sant. 
Pipa Jaidev Dhanna bhagat Beni sant anant. 
Parmanand aur Mirabai. Bhikhan Surdas sukhdai. 
Kamal Araf Shaikh Farid. Tum dekhe sabh did-b-did. (Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash, 
p. 371) 


There is some justification for including the name of Mirabai in this list, since one of her 
hymns was originally inscribed in the Kartarpur Pothi. The identity of Araf and Kamal is not 
available. 

8. Saman Musan aur Jamal. Maskan charo bhae nihal.... 

Sabhi bhagat dekhe Gurdas. Tabh maya man bhai udas. (Sri Gurbilas Patishahi 6, p. 76) 

The impression given in this narrative is that the hymns of these four were also included in 
Sikh scripture. For reference to Saman, Musan, Jamal, and Patang (not Maskan), see a note in 
the Chaubole of Guru Arjan in Teja Singh, ed., Shabadarth Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, vol. 4, 
p. 1363. These individuals were apparently members of the early Sikh community. 

9. Teja Singh, ed., Shabadarth Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, vol. 1, pp. 83; vol. 2, 729; vol. 3, 
1088; vol. 4, 1379, 1384, and 1411; and Sahib Singh, Adi Bir bare, pp. 93-108. Although 
published in 1970, the articles in Adi Bir bare appeared in the late 1940s and had been part of 
the debate since then. 

10. Sahib Singh, Adi Bir bare, pp. 93-108. 

11. Sahib Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib Darpan, vol. 3, pp. 841-916. 

12. For the recognition assigned to their argument, see Harbhajan Singh, Gurbani Sampadan 
Nirnai, pp. 22-40, Piara Singh Padam, Sri Guru Granth Prakash, pp. 41-53, and Pashaura 
Singh, “Sikh SelfDefinition and the Bhagat Bani.” 

13. Mohan Singh Dewana, A History of Punjabi Literature (Jalandhar: Bharat Prakashan, 
1971), pp. 37 and 46, and G. B. Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, p. 24. 

14. Giani Gurdit Singh, Itihas Sri Guru Granth Sahib, pp. 481-482; Balbir Singh Dil, Amar 
Kavi Guru Amardas (Patiala: Punjab Language Department, 1975), p. 53. 

15. For the Guru Harsahai Pothi, see chapter 3. 

16. See chapter 6. There is further textual complexity related to couplet numbered 113 at 
the heart of this discussion. It reads as follows: 


Dati sahib sandia kia chalai tisu nali. 
Iki jagande na lahani ikna sutia dae uthal. 


This couplet is attributed to Guru Nanak on the basis of its appearance in Sri Rag ki Var Mahala 
(AG, 83). In the Kartarpur Pothi (folio 116), however, this couplet does not appear in the original 
text of the var but is later added in the margin. The text originally recorded is covered with yellow 
paste but is readable. It is not clear whether the authorship of Guru Nanak refers to the original 
couplet or to the one recorded in the margin. The text of the original couplet reads as follows: 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


172 Notes to Pages 107-108 


Gur binu gianu dharam binu dhianu. 


Sach binu sakhi na mulo na baki. (folio 94) 


In another early manuscript of the vars presently in the custody of Piara Singh Padam, the 
following appears in place of this couplet: 

Akhar Nanak akhio api. Lahe bharati hovai jise dati. (folio 79) 

17. Ernest Trumpp, The Adi Granth or the Holy Scripture of the Sikhs, p. cxxv. 

18. W.H. McLeod, “Guru Nanak and Kabir,” Proceedings of Punjab History Conference (Patiala: 
Punjabi University, 1966), pp. 90-92. 

19. Some Sikh scholars have been extremely uncomfortable with Sahib Singh’s view that 
Guru Nanak borrowed his words and ideas from other Bhagats. For a denunciation of this 
position, see Gurdit Singh, Itihas Sri Guru Granth Sahib, pp. 479-481. 

20. For instance, over one hundred couplets of Farid which do not appear in the Adi Granth 
are available in early manuscripts; see Piara Singh Padam, Sufi Kavidhara (Patiala: Kalam Mandir, 
1993), pp. 73-84. Did Guru Nanak have access to these but reject them for entry into the Sikh 
sacred text or did he not know them? Such issues are not addressed at all. 

The link, if any, between Teja Singh Bhasor’s efforts to delete the bhagat bani from the Adi 
Granth and Sahib Singh and Teja Singh’s efforts to locate its arrival at the very origin of Sikh 
tradition is not clear to me. For the Bhasor’s debate, see N. Gerald Barrier, “Sikh Politics and 
Religion: The Bhasaur Singh Sabha,” in Indu Banga, ed., Five Punjabi Centuries (New Delhi: 
Manohar, 1997), pp. 140-156, and Shamsher Singh Ashok, Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak 
Committee da Punjah Sala Itihas, pp. 53-54 and 58. 

21. The following are some instances of this engagement: 


Farida kali jini na ravia dhauli ravai koe. 
Kari sain siau pirhari rangu navela hoe. (AG, 1378) 


To this couplet Guru Amardas responded: 


Farida kali dhauli sahibu sada hai je ko chiti kare. 
Apana laia piramu na lagai je lochai sabhu koe. (AG, 1378) 


This response is quite pointed and addressed directly to Farid. Two other instances of the same 
type of response by Guru Amardas to the couplets of Farid may also be noted (AG, 1380 and 1383). 

In the hymns of Guru Amardas, we also find responses to Kabir’s ideas. A characteristic 
example appears in connection with two couplets of Kabir which are included in the Ramkali ki 
Var Mahala 3: 

Kabir mahidi kari kai ghalia apu pisae pisae. 

Tai sah bat na puchhiai kabahu na lai pae. (AG, 947) 
Guru Amardas’s reply reads: 

Nanak maidi kari kai vakhia so sahu nadari karae. 

Ape pisai ape ghasai ape hi lai lae. 

Thu piram piala khasam ka jai bhave tai dae. (AG, 947) 

22. Guru Amardas’s response to the hymns of earlier writings is not restricted to those of 
the saints only but includes the hymns of Guru Nanak as well. One of Guru Nanak’s hymns in 
vag Dhanasri begins: 

Kiau simri sivria nahi jae. Tapai hiau jiara bilalae. 

Siraji savare sacha soe. Tisu visriai changa kiau hoe. (AG, 661) 

Guru Amardas composed a reply and recorded it next to Guru Nanak’s hymn in the Goindval 
Pothis (folios 122-123), breaking the rule of subsectioning based on authorship: 

Nadari kare ta simria jae. Atama dravai rahai liv lae. 

Atama partama eko karai. Antr ki dubidha antri mare. (AG, 661) 
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The hymn is assigned to Guru Nanak in the printed edition (AG, 661), but the early manu- 
scripts leave no doubt that it belongs to Guru Amardas. 

For later gurus’ responses to the hymns of the Bhagats, see Guru Ramdas’s hymn in rag 
Suhi—Nich jati hari japatia utam padavi pae (M4, AG, 733)—and Guru Arjan’s in rag Asa: Gobind 
Gobind Gobind sangi Namdeu manu lina (M5, AG, 487). One example, in fact, involves a cou- 
plet by Kabir with a comment by Guru Amardas, to which another comment by Guru Arjan is 
appended: 

Kabir jo mai chitavau na karai kia mere chitave hoe. 


Apana chitvia hari karai jo mere chiti na hoe. (AG, 1376) 
Guru Amardas’s response is as follows: 


Chinta bhi api karaisi achintu bhi ape dae. 
Nanak so salahiai ji sabhana sar karae. (AG, 1376) 


To this Guru Arjan added the following: 


Kabir ramu na chetio firia lalach mahe. 
Pap karanta mari gaia audh puni khin mahe. (AG, 1376) 


23. See the following repetition of phrases in the hymns of Namdev and Guru Amardas in 
rag Bhairo, AG, 1133 and 1165: 


Namdev Guru Amardas 

Sandamarka jai pukare Sandamarka sabhi jae pukare 
Chatia sabhai bigare Sabhi chatre vigare 

Dusat sabha mili mantar upaia Dusat sabha mahi mantr pakia 
Hanakhasu jini nakhah bidariao Hanakhasu nakhi bidaria 


The corresponding phraseology also appears in Kabir’s hymn in rag Basant (AG, 1194). 

24. For the tradition of Guru Amardas’s love for devotional poetry, see Kesar Singh Chhibbar, 
Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, pp. 20-21. 

25. We have contemporary evidence that Guru Amardas traveled to Hindu pilgrimage cen- 
ters. Guru Ramdas writes: 

Pratham ae Kulkheti gur satigur purab hoa. 

Khabari bhai sansari ae trai loa... . 


Dutia Jamun gae guri hari hari japanu kia... . 
Tritia ae Sursari tah kautaku chalatu bhaia. (AG, 1116-1117). 


26. See n. 3. 

27. See chapter 1, n. 36, and chapter 2, n. 28. 

28. Bhai Vir Singh, Shri Asht Guru Chamatkar (Amritsar: Khalsa Samachar, 1990 [1952)), 
vol. 2, pp. 54-55. 

29. Teja Singh and Ganda Singh, A Short History of the Sikhs, p. 29. See also Piara Singh 
Padam, Sri Guru Granth Prakash, p. 40; Surjit Hans, “The Secular Heritage of the Sikhs,” in Jo- 
seph T. O’Connell et al., eds., Sikh History and Religion in the Twentieth Century, p. 79; and Mohinder 
Kaur Gill, Guru Granth Sahib di Sampadan-Kala, pp. 13-16. Gill interprets the incorporation of 
the writings of the Bhagats in Sikh scripture as an early attempt at national integration. 

30. Harnamdas Udasi, Adi Shri Guru Granth Sahib dian Puratini Biran te Vichar, vol. 1, pp. 
64-66. 

31. Dharmpal Maini, “Adi Granth te Puratan Adhiatmak Granth,” in Jeet Singh Sital, ed., 
Gurmat Sahitt, pp. 5 and 8. For a discussion of the early anthologies of devotional literature, see 
John Stratton Hawley, “The Nirgun/Sagun Distinction in Early Manuscript Anthologies of Hindi 
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Devotional Poetry,” in David N. Lorenzen, ed., Bhakti Religion in North India: Community Iden- 
tity, and Political Action (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1995). 

32. Denis Matringe, “The Future Has Come Near, The Past Is Far Behind: A Study of Saix 
Farid’s Verses and Their Sikh Commentaries in the Adi Granth,” in Anna Libera Dallapiccola 
and Stephanie Zingel-Ave Lallemnat, eds., Islam and Indian Regions (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 
1993), pp. 417-443. I am grateful to Matringe for sending this paper to me. 

33. Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha, Mahan Kosh, p. 901. 

34. W. Owen Cole, Sikhism and Its Indian Context, 1469-1708, p. 157. The period of Guru 
Amardas witnessed a considerable expansion of the community. By incorporating these hymns 
into the scriptural text, Guru Amardas opened the Sikh community to the followers of Hindu 
saints of all castes, as well as to the devotees of Punjabi Sufis. All who were willing to join the 
Sikhs were welcome within the fold irrespective of their previous religious affiliations or social 
status. 

35. There seems to be no possibility that the hymns of these three saints were not available 
to the gurus. Kahna seems to be popular enough that his hymns were incorporated in The Padas 
of Surdas compiled far away from his hometown Lahore. 

36. Karine Schomer, “Kabir in the Guru Granth Sahib: An Exploratory Essay,” in 
Juergensmeyer and Barrier, Sikh Studies: Comparative Perspectives on a Changing Tradition, p. 77. 

37. Linda Hess, “Three Kabir Collections: A Comparative Study,” in Karine Schomer and 
W. H. McLeod, eds., The Sants: Studies in a Devotional Tradition of India (Delhi: Motilal 
Banarsidass, 1987), pp. 121-123 

38. See ch. 3, n. 59. 

39, Seven hymns appearing in the Goindval Pothis are recorded in different rag sections in 
the Kartarpur Pothi: 


Author Goindval Pothis Kartarpur Pothi 

Kabir Prabahti (folio 105) Suhi (folio 588, AG p. 793) 
Kabir Prabhati (folio 112) Suhi (folio 588, AG, p. 793) 
Dhanna Dhanasri (folio 160) Asa (folio 380, AG, p. 488) 
Ravidas Bhairo (folio 270) Gauri (folio 278, AG, p. 345) 
Kabir Ramkali (folio 104) Asa (folio 374, AG, p. 484) 
Kabir Sorathi (folio 161) Gauri (folio 265, AG, p. 330) 
Namdev Malar (folio 215) Gond (folio 663, AG, p. 874) 


40. Hymn number twenty-three is recorded in a different hand in rag Gauri in the Kartarpur 
Pothi; see Bhai Jodh Singh, Sri Kartarpuri Biy de Darshan, p. 64. 

41. Ibid., p. 73. 

42. For a discussion of this issue, see Pashaura Singh, “Scriptural Adaptation in the Adi 
Granth,” Journal of American Academy of Religion 64: 2 (1996), pp. 347-348. 

43. Sahib Singh, Adi Bir bare, pp. 197-198. 

44. Pashaura Singh, “Scriptural Adaptation in the Adi Granth,” p. 349. 

45. John Stratton Hawley, “The Nirgun/Sagun Distinction in Early Manuscript Anthologies 
of Hindi Devotional Poetry,” p. 176. 

46. Pothi Prem Ambodh, ed. Davinder Singh Osahan (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1989), 
pp. 108-119. The colophon of the original text reads: Samat satra sai panchasa. Sukala pakh 
ikadas maghar masa, giving the year of the composition of the text as 1693. The passage on 
Mirabai opens with a claim that she was initiated into devotion by Ravidas: 


Puni Ravidas ki sangat pai. Ta charan kamal siau prit lagai. 
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47. A similar situation occurs in the case of Guru Arjan’s hymns addressed to Dhanna (rag 
Asa, AG, 487) and to Kabir (rag Bhairo, AG, 1160), in which he uses their signatures. 
48. The text of Surdas’s hymn in the Kanpur Pothi is as follows: 


Chhadi mani hari bemukhan ko sangu. 

Kaha bhae pipai piai bikh na taje bhuiang, rahau. 
Kaga kaha kapur chugai suan navae Gang. 

Khar kau kaha agar ko lepanu markat bhudan ang. 
Pahan patit ban na bedhe rite hohi nikhang. 

Surdas oi kari kamri charat na duje rang. 


49. Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 12: 15 p. 146; the text reads as follows: 


Bhagat Kabiru vakhaniai bandikhane te uth jai.... 
Benu hoa adhiatami Sainu nich kul andari nai. 
Peri pai pakhak hoe gursikha vichi vadi samai. 
Alakhu lakhae na alakhu lakhai. 


See also pp. 128-130 and 133-142. 

50. Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, pp. 135-136. 

51. Fora brief description of this manuscript, see Piara Singh Padam, Dasam Granth Darshan, 
p. 30. 

52. Sevadas, Parchi Patishahi Dasvin ki, pp. 31-33. 

53. Guru Arjan is reported to have told Bhai Gurdas: Ona di rasana thi notan banian uchar 
karvai ke charavania, Sikhan di Bhagatmala, pp. 122-123. See also Bhai Santokh Singh, Sri 
Gurpratap Suraj Granth, vol. 6, p. 2088: 


Sabhihini ko shri guru farmayo. Pratham jo tum ne kuchhu banayo. 
So na chadvahi granth majhari. Rachahu abhi iske anusari... . 
Lage banavani gira navin. Bethi samipi guru prabin. 


54. Tara Singh Narotam, Bhagat Bani Satik, pp. 1-3. 

55. Sri Guru Granth Sahib ji Adi (Amritsar: Gurmat Press, 1915). 

56. Giani Gurdit Singh was honored by the SGPC for having written this book; see Giani 
Gurdit Singh Ji (Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, 1991). 


Chapter 8 


1. During the past ten years of my research, I examined a large number of manuscripts and 
printed editions of the Adi Granth presently available at the following places: Sri Takhat 
Harmandirji, Patna; the Takhat at Damdama, Bhatinda; Dehra Baba Mitha Singh, Damdama, 
Bhatinda; Motibagh Palace, Patiala; Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar; Panjab University, 
Chandigarh; Punjabi University, Patiala; Punjab Language Department, Patiala; Bhai Vir Singh 
Sahitya Sadan, New Delhi; Balbir Singh Sahitya Kendar, Dehradun; and the archives of Harbhajan 
Singh Yogi at Albuquerque and Espanola, New Mexico. 

2. Pashaura Singh, “The Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” pp. 74-78 and 81-91. 

3. For instance, Piar Singh in his book records ten eighteenth-century manuscripts all of 
which belong to branch 2. His very selection of these manuscripts implies that they are authen- 
tic manuscripts of the Adi Granth; see Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 356-407. 

4. G. B. Singh. Sri Guru Granth Sahib dian Prachin Biran, pp. 215-234, and Harbhajan 
Singh, Gurbani Sampadan Nirnai, p. 235. 

5. For more details and traditions about this manuscript, see Piara Singh Padam, Dasam 
Granth Darshan, p. 30, and Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, pp. 135- 
136. 
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6. Giani Gurdit Singh writes that he saw several copies of this manuscript; see his Itihas Sri 
Adi Granth, pp. 458-460. He reports that a copy of this manuscript was at Dehra Baba Ajaipal 
Singh, Nabha. I visited this gurdwara in January 1995 but was told that all old manuscripts 
were sent to Goindval for “cremation” in the late 1980s. 

7. A manuscript of this type recorded in 1754 is presently in my possession; I am grateful 
to Piara Singh Padam for this invaluable gift. For other manuscripts of this type, see Piar Singh, 
Gatha Sri Adi Granth, pp. 356-360 and 367-372. 

8. The family was closely associated with the Phulkian States, and their ancestors were held 
in great respect among Sikh royalty of the region. I visited their home in early 1994 and was 
given a warm welcome. Another manuscript of this type is available in the Darbar Sahib, Amritsar. 

9. See Harveen Kaur Randhawa, “Early Printing History of Guru Granth Sahib” (M. Phil. 
term paper, GNDU, 1985). I am grateful to Dr. Harsharan Singh of Guru Nanak Dev Univer- 
sity for making this very important piece of research available to me. 

10. For various discussions of this issue, see Shamsher Singh Ashok, Shiromani Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee da Punjah Sala Itihas, pp. 58, 110, 163, 223, 249, 290, and 303. 

11. Sardar Rawel Singh of Chandigarh (1357 Sector 15-B) very kindly gave me a copy of 
this historic edition of the Adi Granth. For details of the publication of this edition, see Rawel 
Singh, Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee valon Chhapi Gai Bir bare Zaruri Vakfiat 
(Amritsar: Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, n. d. [1959]). Sardar Rawel Singh and 
Giani Mohinder Singh of Amritsar (61 Katra Jaimal Singh), both of whom had worked for the 
SGPC during this period, were extremely helpful to explain the details of this event. According 
to them, this edition was originally published during the presidency of Udam Singh Nagoke, 
and it continued to be published throughout the 1950s. In order to win the support of the Sant 
Samaj and the Chief Khalsa Diwan for his SGPC presidential candidate, Sant Chanan Singh, 
in 1962, Sant Fateh Singh promised to discontinue the publication. Having won the election 
with their support, he kept his word. 

12. Ganga Singh, Sahib Singh, and Teja Singh were instrumental in the creation of the 
SGPC edition of the Adi Granth. The undated manuscript of the Adi Granth that they used 
along with the Kartarpur Pothi is presently available at Damdama. I examined this manuscript 
during my visits to Damdama, It is important to mention that Bhai Jodh Singh was not part of 
this project and he did not support the publication of this text. 

13. Piar Singh, Gatha Sri Adi Granth and the Controversy, pp. 75-115. 

14. I met Jathedar Joginder Singh Vedanti, Giani Joginder Singh Talwara, and other mem- 
bers of the committee in July 1999. They told me that the collation of the text has reached page 
1100. With the change in leadership in early 1999, however, it seems that the SGPC will with- 
draw its support from the committee, making its existing work redundant. 

15. Pashaura Singh mentions this publication of a non-Adi Granth version printed at Gian 
Press, Gujranwala, 1881; see his “The Text and Meaning of the Adi Granth,” pp. 88-89. 

16. Shamsher Singh Ashok, Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee da Punjah Sala Itihas, 
pp. 48, 53, and 57. For this edition, see chapter 7, note 55. 

17. Ibid., p. 261. See also Manmohan Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib, vol. 1, 54, and Pritam 
Singh, “The Translation of the Guru Granth Sahib into Devanagari Script,” Journal of Sikh 
Studies 4: 1 (1977), pp. 5-8. I came across a number of the Adi Granth texts printed in Persian 
script at various places during my fieldwork. 

18. Pritam Singh Chahil, Sri Guru Granth Sahib. 

19. These people can be reached at the following addresses: 


Balwant Singh Uppal, 94 Mars Street, Carlysle, Western Australia 6181 
Preet Mohan Singh Kapoor, 108 Destry Court, San Jose, Ca. 95136 


email:preet@amsinf.com 
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Kulbir Singh Thind, 3724 Hacienda St., San Mateo, Ca. 94403 
Joginder Singh Ahluwalia, 1930 Francisco Way, Richmond, Ca. 94805 
Raghbir Singh Bains, email:rbains@direct.ca 


Joginder Singh Ahluwalia is now working on the digitization of the text of the Dasam Granth 
and other early Sikh literature. I am grateful to him for alerting me to the progress in this area, 
and help me compile this information. 

20. For contemporary sources, see Sainapati, Sri Gur Sobha, p. 170, and Koer Singh Kalal, 
Gurbilas Patishahi 10, p. 284. 

21. W. H. McLeod, “The Sikh Scripture: Some Issues,” pp. 103-104. 

22. Bhai Gurdas, Varan, p. 160, and Piara Singh Padam, ed., Punjabi Varan, p. 24. 

23. Fauja Singh, Guru Amardas: Life and Teachings, pp. 121-124. 

24. Sainapati, Sti Guru Sobha, p. 81. 

25. Chaupa Singh, Rahitnama, pp. 82-83; Sarupdas Bhalla, Mahima Prakash, pp. 825- 
826; and Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru kian Sakhian, pp. 113-115. 

26. Hariji, Gosati Guru Miharvanu, pp. 175-177. 

27. Given the overall lowly status of the profession of scribes in seventeenth-and eighteenth- 
century India, the honor assigned to the scribes in the Sikh tradition stands out. Baba Dip 
Singh, another eighteenth-century figure belongs to this list. 

28. The earlier term Gursikh (the Sikh of the Guru) is replaced by the “Vahiguru Ji ka Khalsa 
(the Khalsa of God) by the beginning of the eighteenth century. This change was rooted in the 
belief that the Khalsa does not recognize any temporal authority and was answerable only to 
God. 

29. Chaupa Singh, Rahitnama, pp. 63, 65, 66, 74-76, 78, 100, 107, and 111. 

30. The practice of distributing the kayah prashad as part of Sikh religious service can be 
traced back to the early seventeenth century; see Bhai Gurdas, Varan, 20: 10, p. 191. 

31. Chaupa Singh, Rahitnama, pp. 63, 65, 74, and 110. 

32. Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru kian Sakhian, pp. 62, 79, 82, 85, 85, 88, 89-92, 118, 177, 
187, and 190-191. 

33. A document prepared in 1856 and entitled “Hukamnama Akal Purakh Ji ka sabh 
Sikhan prati” states the use of the Adi Granth in Sikh ritual ceremonies; see Surinder Singh 
Nirankari, ed., Nirankari Gurmati Prarambhata (Amritsar: Young Men’s Association, 1951), 
pp. 157-170. 

34. The case in point is that of the Sant Nirankari leader Gurbachan Singh. In his public 
appearances, he sat at the same elevation as the Adi Granth. He also revered a text, The 
Avtarbani, which he expected his followers to read alongside the Adi Granth. This was dis- 
concerting to many Sikhs. The acrimonious environment that culminated in his assassination 
in 1980 resulted from the discomfiture of the orthodox segment of the Sikh community. 

35. Kesar Singh Chhibbar, Bansavlinama Dasan Patishahian ka, p. 215. The tradition of the 
small gutkas goes back to the early seventeenth century; one gutka associated with Guru Arjan 
is in the custody of the Sodhi family at Kartarpur, and another one present at Gurdwara Chola 
Sahib, Ghurani Kalan (Ludhiana) is believed to have belonged to Guru Hargobind. 

36. Chaupa Singh, Rahit-nama, p. 136. 

37. For a discussion of this, see chapter 6, n. 10. 

38. Chaupa Singh, Rahit-nama, p. 136. 

39. The verses from the Adi Granth were inscribed on Sikh weapons. The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York, in a recent exhibition of arms and armor, displayed a Sikh chakar 
(round metal disk with sharp extensions); see Donald J. LaRocca, The Gods of War: Sacred Imagery 
and the Decoration of Arms and Armor (New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1996), p. 37. 
The chakar has the following inscription: 
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Sir mastak rakhah parbrahamang hast kaya rakhah parmesvrah. 

Atam rakhah gopal suami dhan charan rakhah jagdisvrah. 

Sarab rakhah gur dayalah bhai dukh binasnah. 

Bhagati vachhal anath nathe sarani Nanak purakh achutah. (AG, 1358-1359) 
Guru Nanak Gobind Singh puran gur avatar 

Jagmag jot biraj rahi sti Abchal nagar apar. Sri vahiguru ji ki fateh hai. 


The translation of this follows: 


Lord is protector of our forehead, our hands, and body. 

Lord protects our soul and body. 

Lord is the savior of all and remover of fear and suffering. 

Nanak seeks the Lord, who loves his devotees and protects the helpless 

Guru Nanak and Guru Gobind Singh were the perfect Gurus 

Their boundless light is situated in the city of Abachal Nagar. The victory belongs to God. 


See also Kerry Brown, ed., Sikh Art and Literature (New York: Routledge, 1999), p. 41. 

40. S. S. Shanti Kaur Khalsa, ed., The History of Sikh Dharma of the Western Hemisphere 
(Espafiola, N.M.: Sikh Dharma Publications, 1995). For local press coverage of Harbhajan Singh 
Yogi in the World Sikh Sammelan-1995, Amritsar, see the front page of Ajit (September 22, 24, 
26, and October 1, 1995), and The Tribune (September 22, 1995). 

41. Chaupa Singh, Rahit-nama, p. 78, and Piara Singh Padam, Rahitname (Amritsar: Singh 
Brothers, 1989), pp. 74 and 138 

42. Sarup Singh Kaushish, Guru kian Sakhian, p. 115, and Prem Sumarag Granth, ed. Randhir 
Singh (Jalandhar: New Book Co., 2000 [1953}), p. 21. This association continued to be strength- 
ened in the nineteenth century and emerged as a major item on the Sikh agenda during the 
Singh Sabha period. For a brief history of this period, see J. S. Grewal, The Sikhs of the Punjab, 
pp. 144-150. 

43. I take this distinction from Frederick M. Denny and Rodney L. Taylor, eds., The Holy 
Book in Comparative Perspective (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1993), pp. 7-9. 

44. The Hindus are a special case: while still living in their ancient habitat, they have lost 
touch with Sanskrit, their sacred language, and are presently involved in devising ways to revive 
this link. 

45. In December 1996, Pritam Singh Chahil’s text of Sri Guru Granth Sahib was at the center 
of a ceremony performed at the residence of Rani and Dalbir Singh Chaudhary of Manhattan. 

46. Satkiran Kaur Khalsa of Brooklyn, New York, gave this interesting information to me. 
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Adi Granth (adi granth) “original book” the Sikh scripture. 

Akal Takhat (akal takhat/akal takht) “Throne of the timeless” historically came into being as 
seat of the temporal authority of the guru located on the premises of the Darbar Sahib, 
Amritsar, and developed into the central place where communal decisions are announced. 

Akhand path (akhand path) “unbroken reading” an uninterrupted recitation of the entire Adi 
Granth by a group of readers (pathis). 

ardas (ardds) “supplication” the daily Sikh congregational prayer. 

arti (arti) “praise” a song of praise. 

Baba (baba) “father/grandfather” a term of affection and respect often used for religious fig- 
ures, including the Adi Granth. 

Bani (bani) “utterances,” “compositions” the compositions recorded in the Adi Granth. The 
hymns of the gurus are called gurbani; those of the saints are bhagat bani. 

bauli (bauli) “well” a large well with steps going down to the water. 

Bhagat (bhagat) “devotee”: a believer in ardent worship based on an attitude of loving devotion 
(cf. Sanskrit bhakti). 

Bhai (bhai) “brother” a title applied to Sikhs of acknowledged learning and piety, or any Sikh 
congregational leader. 

bhog (bhog) “completion” the completion of a reading of the Adi Granth. 

Bir (bir) “volume,” “recension” term used for scriptural manuscripts as well as the printed text 
of the Adi Granth. 

chhant (chhant) “song.” 

Darbar Sahib (darbdy sahib) “the honorable court”: the central gurdwara in Amritsar, the holy 
city of the Sikhs. 

Dasam Granth (dasam granth) “book of the tenth master” the text includes the sacred writings 
traditionally attributed to Guru Gobind Singh. 

Giani (gidni) “a learned man” a scholar well versed in Sikh scriptures. 

granth (granth) “book” scripture. 

granthi (granthi) “keeper of the Adi Granth” _ the official who is in charge of the gurdwara, leads 
the daily worship, and performs ceremonies such as weddings and the naming of new born 
children. These ceremonies may or may not be held in the gurdwara. 

gurdwara (gurdvdrd/gurdudrd) “guru’s place” the Sikh place of worship. The key area of a Sikh 
gurdwara is a spacious room housing the Adi Granth, where people sit and listen to scrip- 
tural recitation. This room is also used as center for social activity and has a community 
kitchen attached to it, in which meals are served. 


179 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


180 Glossary of Punjabi Terms 


gurmata (gurmatd) “the resolution of the guru” the will of the guru, as expressed in a formal 
decision made by an assembly of Sikhs. 

Gurmukhi (gurmukhi “from the mouth of the guru,” “the script of the Gurmukhs/Sikhs” the 
script in which the compositions of the gurus were first written. It has become the script in 
which Punjabi is written by all Sikhs. 

guru (gura) “preceptor” the mode of God as teacher and guide which in the past was revealed 
to Sikhs in ten human Gurus, and persists in the form of the Adi Granth. 

Guru Granth Sahib (guré granth sahib) “the honorable guru in book form” honorific title of 
the Adi Granth. 

guru panth (guri panth) “community as the guru” the doctrine of the authoritative presence of 
the eternal guru in a Sikh assembly. 

hukamnama (hukamndmd) “decree” announced from the Akal Takhat, considered to be bind- 
ing on the entire Sikh community. 

Janam-Sakhi (janam-sakhi) “birth story” traditional hagiographic narratives of Guru Nanak. 

Japji Gapj?): a composition of Guru Nanak that is recited by Sikhs every morning. This is the 
most commonly known Sikh liturgical prayer. 

Jathedar (jatheddr) “commander” _ the title of a leader of a Sikh band. The title is applied to 
custodians of the five historic gurdwaras, singled out from the others and known as takhats, 

Karth prashad (kayah prashdd) “sacramental food” Made of flour, sugar, and clarified butter, it 
is distributed after each gurdwara service. 

Khalsa (khalsa) “God's own” _ the title assigned to the Sikh community by Guru Gobind Singh. 
The implication is that the Sikhs do not recognize any personal authority, and were ex- 
pected to take nectar prepared with the double-edged sword and respond to the call of dedi- 
cating themselves to God and working for His victory on earth (Khalsa Raj). 

kirtan (kirtan) “devotional singing” a significant part of Sikh piety. 

Langar (langar) “community kitchen” attached to every gurdwara, from which food is served to 
all, regardless of caste or creed. 

Mahala (mahala): “palace, section” designates the attribution of the compositions of the gurus 
in the Adi Granth: Mahala 1 (Guru Nanak), Mahala 2 (Guru Angad), Mahala 3 (Guru 
Amardas), and so forth. 

mahant (mahant) “abbot” _ title traditionally used for Nirmala and Udasi custodians of the Sikh 
gurdwaras. The position tended to be hereditary before the Gurdwaras Act of 1925, 

masand (masand) “guru’s deputy” authorized leader of a local congregation in the early Sikh 
community. 

mulmantar (milmantar) “the root formula” the invocation placed at the head of the text of the 
Adi Granth. 

Nanak Panth (ndnak panth) “the way of Nanak” term often used for the early Sikh commu- 
nity. 

Nath Yogi (nath yogi) a member of a Shaivite sect of ascetics which was very influential in 
medieval Punjab. The writings of the Sikh gurus indicate their engagement with these as- 
cetics, whose seats were known as tillas (mounds). 

Nirankari (nirankari) “a follower of Nirankar” a revivalist Sikh movement started by Baba Dayal 
in the middle of the nineteenth century. At present the movement has bases in Chandigarh 
and Delhi. 

Nirmala (nirmala) “a pure one” a line of Sikh scholars said to have originated during the time 
of Guru Gobind Singh. Because of their emphasis on Sanskrit learning, their interpreta- 
tion of Sikh scriptures has a strong Vedantic coloring. 

pada (pada) “stanza” hymns in the Adi Granth are organized according to number of padas. 
For example we have dopadas (two stanzas), tipadas (three stanzas), chaupadas (four stan- 
zas), ... ashtpadis (eight stanzas). 
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pothi (poth?) “volume” term used for scriptural manuscripts in the early Sikh community. 

puranmashi (piranmashi) “full month” night of the full moon. 

rag (rag) “melody” the main body of the text of the Adi Granth is classified under thirty-one 
rag sections. 

Ragmala (ragmala) “rosary of rags” a composition that refers to eighty-four rags and raginis and 
appears at the closing of the Adi Granth. 

rahau (rahdo) “refrain” the verse assigned this status is repeated simultaneously with the sing- 
ing of the hymns recorded in the Adi Granth. 

rahit (raihat/raiht) the Khalsa/Sikh code of conduct. 

vahit maryada (raihit maryadda/raihat marydda): the code of discipline of the Khalsa/Sikh; also a 
specific text on this subject. 

rahitnama (raihatndmd) one of several manuals of Sikh conduct. 

sangat (sangat) “congregation”: With its emphasis on community, Sikhism gives great impor- 
tance to congregational worship. 

sangrand (sangrdnd): the first day of the month in the local calendar in India. 

sant (sant) “saint” a title for a Sikh holy person; also used to describe a devotional tradition of 
North India in which God is worshiped as formless and transcendental reality. 

seva (seva) “service” holding the remembrance of God in one’s heart, personal purity, and 
serving the community are the three pillars of Sikh faith. 

shabad (shabad) “word,” “hymn” term used to refer to both to the Word received from God 
and a hymn contained within the Adi Granth, 

shalok (shalok) “couplet,” “type of stanza.” 

Sikh (sikh) “disciple,” “learner” any person who believes in God, in the ten gurus, in the Adi 
Granth and other teachings of the gurus, and in the ceremony of the nectar of the double- 
edged sword. This definition, systematized in the middle of the twentieth century, is con- 
sidered authoritative in the mainstream Sikh community. 

Sufi (s#fi) “a Muslim mystic” As a group, Sufis had a major religious impact in medieval Punjab. 
From centers known as khanqahs, these saints taught their disciples, fed travelers, and gave 
medicine to the sick. 

takhat (takhat/takht) “throne” one of the five major seats of authority among Sikhs. The takhats 
are located at Amritsar, Anandpur, Damdama (all in the Punjab), Patna (in Bihar), and 
Nander (in Maharashtra). 

taksal (taksal) “mint” Sikh seminaries where religious education is offered. 

Udasi (uddsi) “melancholic” an order of ascetics begun by Baba Sti Chand, the eldest son of 
Guru Nanak. 

var (var): a long composition comprising both shaloks and a type of stanza called pauri. 
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